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Allah exalts those of you who
believe and those who are given

knowledge to high ranks

Holy Qur'an (58 : 11)
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THE IMMIGRANT MANUSCRIPTS:

A Study of the Migration of Shi‘i Works from Arab
Regions to Iran at the Early Safavid Era.

By: Rasul Ja‘fariyan

During the very first days of the establishment of Safavid
rule, the Shi‘i Imami creed was declared as the state religion.
However, the Shi‘ism of the family of Shaykh Safi irrespective
of the time from which it dates—was not a Shi‘ism characterized
by scholarship and legalist learning. Apart {rom the absence of
Shi‘i scholars and jurists, the Shi‘i works on figh were also not
accessible to them. However, immediately following the
establishment of Safavid power the migration of scholars began
and they were invited to Iran. This issue has been examined in
various studies. That which has received lesser attention is that by
the side of the immigration of scholars, Shi‘i works and writings
were also brought to Iran from Arabic-speaking lands, and they
performed an important role in the religious development of lran.
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Before pursuing this matter further, it is necessary to point
out that the absence of Shi‘i works in the early days of Safavid rule
has been noted by historians, and an important remark in this
regard is that of Rumlu in his Ahsan al-Tawarikh. He writes that
“during those days the people did not have any knowledge of the
issues of the Ja'fari madhhab and the principles and laws of the
madhhab of the Twelve Imams, because there did not exist any
works on Imami figh. The first volume of the book Qawa'id-e
Islam (i.e. Qawa'id al-Ahkam fi Ma'rifat al-Halal wa al-Haram),
one of the works of the prince of erudite scholars, Shaykh Jamal al-
Din Mutahhar al-Hilli, which was in the possession of Qadi
Nasrullah Zaytuni, served as the main textbook for the teaching
and learning of religious issues until the time when the sun of the
true Twelver madhhab rose and illuminated the horizons of
research.”

In this regard it is essential to make a qualification. It appears
that this remark is correct only in a limited sense in the year
907/1501 and that too only in Azerbaijan. Because we know that
there existed many manuscripts of the works of ‘Allamah Hilli, as
well as other Shi‘i sources, before the Safavid period. On this basis
we should have some reservations in accepting Rumlu’s remark in
its blanket form. In fact, several cities of Iran which served as seats
of Shi‘ism, such as Kashan, Sabzawar,? Istarabad,’ and, at times,
Ray and Tus,* were places where manuscripts of Shi‘i works on
figh were made. Evidence of it is provided by the works of
‘Allamah Hilli, to which we have referred elsewhere.® One
example is ‘Allamah Hilli’s work Qawa ‘id, whose manuscript was
written by Hasan ibn Husayn ibn Hasan Sarabeshnawi, a resident
of Kashan, in the year 763/1361 and Afandi had seen it at Tabriz.®
Another example is the manuscript of Shaykh Tusi’s Mabstit which
was in Afandi’s possession and bore an jjazah, dated 584/1188, in
the hand of Hasan ibn Husayn ibn ‘Ali Duriyasti, a resident of
Kashan.” Another jjazah by the same scholar existed on a
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manuscript of Shaykh Mufid’s Irshad, which was also seen by
Afandi. Also another manuscript of the Jrshad, made by Hasan ibn
Muhammad ibn Husayn Jasbi Harazkani, completed on 14
Shawwal 565/1170 and compared with a manuscript of Fadl Allah
Rawandi in 566/1170 exists in the Ayatullah Mar‘ashi Public
Library (AML, ms. 1144). A manuscript of Sayyid Murtada’s a/-
Intisar, dated 25 Dhu al-Qa‘dah 591/1195 was written by Aba al-
Hasan *Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hasan ibn Musa l‘arahani in a locality
of Kashan called Bab Walan and is kept at the AML (ms. 359%8).
Another manuscript containing several Shi‘i books and treatises,
such as Fakhr al-Muhaqqiqin’s Irshad al-Mustarshidin wa Hidayat
al-Talibin, one Risalah fi ‘Ilm al-Kalam by an unknown author,
and “Ali 1ibn Yusuf Nili’s (6th/12h century) Muntaha al-Su'ul fi
Sharh al-Fustul, as well as other works, was written in 845/1441 in
the village of Lambalangi.®

Afandi had seen an old manuscript of Qutb al-Din Rawandi’s
Minhaj al-Bara'ah fi Sharlh Nahj al-Balaghah at Istarabad, which
according to him had probably been written during the lifetime of
its author (6th/12th century).’

Another example is the story of the discovery of the book
Figh al-Rida as narrated by Majlisi from Qadi Amir Husayn, that a
group of persons from Qum residing at Makkah had brought its
manuscript whose date went back to the era of the Imam Rida
(‘a)." This book is an epistle (risalah) of Ibn Babawayh to his son,
Saduq, although its text consists of the traditions of the Imams and
has no particular relation to Imam Rida (‘a). All these books must
have been written in Iran and, naturally, they negate the view that
there did not exist any manuscripts of old Shi‘i works at the
beginning of the Safavid era.

Afandi had seen a manuscript of the exegesis of Abu al-
Futuh Razi which had been written during the lifetime of the
author (6th/12th century)." Perhaps that manuscript, dated Sunday
12 Safar 595/1198, is the same as the one which was written by


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































