IN THE NAME OF ALLAH;

THE ALL-BENEFICENT, THE ALL-MERCIFUL
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Indeed, Allah desiresto repel all impurity from
you, O People of the Household, and purify you
with athorough purification.

(Strat al-A/zjb 33:33)
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The Messenger of Allah (¥) said:

“Verily, I am leaving among you two
precious things [Thagalayn]: The Book of
Allah and my progeny [ ‘Itrah], the members
of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold
fast to them, you shall never go astray. These
two will never separate from each other until
they meet me at the Pond [/awd] (of
Kawthar).”

'.i\\

Some r efer ences:

Al-°ikim an-Nayshjb£r¢, Al-Mustadrak “al; al-
“a/¢/ayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148, 533
Mudim, Al-"a/¢/, (English translation), book 31,
/ad¢ths 5920-3

At-Tirmidhg, Al-"a/¢/, val. 5, pp. 621-2, /ad¢ths 3786,
3788; vol. 2, p. 219

An-Nass;’¢, Kha¥; i¥ ‘Al¢ ibn Ab¢ +lib, /adg¢th 79
Almad ibn °anbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26;
vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; val. 4, p. 371; vol. 5, pp. 181-182,
189-190

Ibn a-Ath¢r, J;mi” al-U¥£l, val. 1, p. 277

Ibn Kath¢r, Al-Bid;yah wa’n-Nih;yah, vol. 5, p. 209
Ibn Kath¢r, Tafs¢r al-Qur ’jn al-"A"¢m, val. 6, p. 199

Ni¥ir ad-D¢n al-Albang, Silsilat al-A/;d¢th a¥
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PREFACE

O

In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful

The precious legacy left behind by the Holy
Prophet’s Household [ahl al-bayt] (may peace be upon
them all) and their followers’ preservation of this
legacy from the menace of extinction is a perfect
example of the all-encompassing school [madrasah]
that embraces all the different branches of Islamic
knowledge. This school has been able to train many
talented personalities by quenching them with this
gushing fountain. This school has given scholars to the
Muslim ummah who, by following the Holy Prophet’s
Household (a.s), have done their best in order to clear
away the doubts and skepticisms put forth by any
various creeds and intellectual currents both inside and
outside Muslim society. Throughout past centuries,
they have presented the firmest answers and solutions
to these doubts.

Anchored to the responsibilities upon its shoulders,
the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s) World Assembly has embarked on
defending the sanctity of risjlah [message] and its
authentic beliefs—truths which have always been
opposed by the chiefs and leaders of anti-Islamic sects,
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religions and trends. In this sacred path, the Assembly
regards itself as a follower of the upright pupils of the
School of the Ahl a-Bayt (a.s)—those who have
always been ready to refute those accusations and
calumnies and have tried to be always in the frontline
of this struggle on the basis of the expediencies of time
and space.

The experiences in this field, which contained the
books of scholars belonging to the School of the Ahl
al-Bayt (a.s), are unique in their own right. It is
because these experiences have been based upon
knowledge ['ilm] and the preeminence of intellect and
reasoning, and at the same time, they are devoid of
blind prejudices or whims and caprices. These
experiences address experts, scholars and thinkersin a
manner that appeals to healthy minds and pure human
natural disposition [fi §rah].

In a bid to assist those who are in quest of truth, the
Ahl a-Bayt (a.s) World Assembly has endeavored to
enter a new phase of these worthy experiences by
conducting research and translating the works of
contemporary Sh¢ ah writers or those who, through
divine guidance, have embraced this noble school.

The Assembly is also engaged in the study and
publication of the valuable works of pious predecessors
and outstanding Sh¢ "ah personalities so that those who
search for the truth may quench their thirst from this
palatable fountain which the School of the Prophet’s
Household (a.s) offers to the entire world.



Preface U19

It is hoped that the dear readers will not deprive the
Ahl al-Bayt (a.s) World Assembly of their valuable
opinions, suggestions, and constructive criticisms in
this arena.

We also invite scholars, translators and other
institutions to assist us in propagating pure
Mujammadan (¥) Islam.

We ask God, the Exalted, to accept this humble
effort and enhance it further under the auspices of His
vicegerent on earth and give us success with al-Mahd¢
(may Allah, the Exalted, expedite his glorious advent).

It is appropriate here to express our utmost gratitude
to ®yatull;h Makjrim Sh¢rjz¢ for writing the book and
to Dr. Mahmoud Farrokhpey for translating this work.
We should also like to thank colleagues who took part
in accomplishing this task especially the staff of the
Translation Office for fulfilling their responsibility.

Cultural Affairs Department
The Ahl al-Bayt (a.s) World Assembly






PRELUDE
The most salient feature of our Islamic revolution is
its Islamic nature and the most prominent characteristic
of Islam is its personality building aspect based on
Divine standards.

Our aim is to prepare an interesting, logic-based and
rigorous collection of papers for the general public on
the one hand, and for the youth in particular so that
they could, under existing Islamic conditions, build a
sturdy faith which could in the long run influence their
behavior and also be used as an impetus for further
studies.

This collection which has been prepared with
special precision and initiatives could pave the way for
those who need to acquire the Islamic principles on
faith for both their personal interests or for instruction.

This collection has been written and prepared by
Ayatollah Nj¥ir Makjrim Sh¢r;z¢, a profound pioneer
and initiator of religious discussions in the Qom
Seminary for the last forty years.

The instructors who wish to teach these lectures to
their students should make note of the following points:

1. These lessons should be accompanied with
historic evidence and interesting observations based on
current affairs.

2. The students’ preferences and previous
knowledge should be considered in teaching these
lessons. A question and answer approach should be
used during instruction.
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3. The relevant Qur’jnic verses on which the lecture
is based should be elegantly written on the board and
the students should be presented with a litera
translation of the verse under consideration. This will
lay the foundation for their familiarity with the Holy
Qur’in. It is recommended that the relevant verse be
recited by one and repeated by the students in unison.

4. If it is not necessary to cover one lecture in one
sitting: it could be covered within two sessions.

5. There are subtle and detailed points hidden in
each lecture. The lecturer is well advised to study the
lecture beforehand in order to bring up those points
during the presentation.

6. These lectures are prepared for the students of
junior-high school and high school, for both boys and
girls, and for the general public who wish to improve
their knowledge of the principles of the Islamic faith.

7. Giving prizes to those who successfully pass the
exams based on these lectures is highly recommended.

8. Students who are exposed to these lectures might
have some theological questions in mind. The
following sources could be used as references in order
to arrive at appropriate answers: “The Creator of the
Universe,” “In search of Allah,” and “Religious
Questions and Answers.”

The Hadaf Publication House welcomes any
suggestions for the improvement of these lectures.

The Head of Hadaf Publication House, Qum, 1991



TEN LECTURES
ON THEOLOGY






FIRST LECTURIE
SEARCHING FOR GOD

WHY Do WE THINK AND STuDY IN ORDER TO
KNow THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE?

1. Thelove to be informed about and know the
world is deep inside every one of us

We are interested in knowing whether this lofty
Heaven with its shining stars and this wide earth with
its wonderful sceneries and colorful creatures, its
beautiful and varied birds, its seas, mountains, flowers
and blossoms, and its tall trees have come into being
spontaneously or have been created by a skillful,
mighty and dexterous Creator.

In addition to these questions, al of us are
confronted with the following questions:

Where have we come from? Where are we now?
And where are we going?

How lucky would we be if only we knew the
answers to these three basic questions?

Our inquisitive souls advise us not to sit idle; rather,
we should endeavor to find proper solutions to the
above questions.

In a car accident, an injured and unconscious victim
would be taken to the hospital to get proper treatment.
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However, as soon as he regained consciousness, he
would ask his caregivers why he was taken there, what
place it was, and when he would leave. This vividly
indicates that man could never be indifferent towards
the above questions.

Thus, the first thing which will lead us towards the
recognition of the God of The Universe and our
existence is our inquisitive soul which always wants to
know.

2. A Sense of Gratitude

Suppose you were taken to an elegant party by your
elder brother and suppose you had never met your host.
No doubt, your first desire upon your arrival at such a
place would be to identify the host and to show him
your appreciation and thank him for his kindness for
having invited you.

When we look at the expansive table of sustenance
spread for us we are anxious to recognize the
distributor of these items of subsistence and to thank
Him even if He was not in need of our gratitude. We
are restless until this appreciation is extended on our
part. And this restlessness on our part is an indication
of our desire to recognize Allah.

3. The connection of our benefit and loss to this
guestion

Suppose on your trip you arrived at a junction where
there was turmoil. Everybody would advise you not to
get out of your car at that place due to the dangers
looming there. However, one group might advise you
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to drive east and another group to drive west. Still
another might advise you to take an intermediate
course which is said to be the safest way towards your
prosperity, welfare, and convenience.

But could we allow ourselves to take up a course
without much deliberation? Or could we stay at that
hazardous location without selecting a right course of
action. Definitely not.

Rather, without hesitation, our wisdom would guide
us to study the situation and to consider the statements
and advice offered by each group and adopt the best
course of action.

During our lives in this world, we are confronted
with the same dilemma. Each religion and school tries
to attract us. However, since our destiny, prosperity
misery and our progress or lack of it, depend on the
way we choose for our action, we will find it
significant to deliberate seriously and to identify the
most appropriate solution to our problems and to keep
ourselves safe from danger.

This is another reason why we try to identify the
Creator of thisworld. The Holy Qur’;n says:

e dja.é....% d}fﬂ\ O g0t Og.'\j\ e ;M
Therefore, give good news to My servants,
those who listen to the word, then follow the
best of it. [Qur’in 39: 17-18]



THINK AND ANSWER

Have you ever seriously tried to know more
than what you have heard about knowing God
from your parents?

Can you tell the difference between knowing
God and searching for Him?

Have you ever felt a spiritual delight deep
inside you when you have discovered a need
for God or uncovered some mystery
concerning Him?




SECOND [LECTURE
THE CONSEQUENCES OF
KNOWING GOD IN OUR LIVES

1. THEISM AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF
KNOWLEDGE

Suppose your friend brought you a book as a present
and told you that it was written by an all-knowing and
ingenious author...

Y ou would never study such a book indifferently or
perfunctorily. Rather, you would contemplate on every
single sentence and on every word. If you could not
understand the meaning of any sentence at first glance,
you would study it once again to have a better
comprehension of it. This is because you were told the
writer was not a usual one; on the contrary, you were
told that he had special talents.

But suppose you had been told that the book was not
written by an expert, but rather by a mediocre writer
whose judgments were not to be trusted.

Under such conditions you would not take the book

seriously and you would attribute any incomprehensibility
in the text to the ignorance of the writer.

The world of existence resembles a huge book in
which every word stands for a creature. From the
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viewpoint of every believer, every particle of this
universe is worth our serious attention. A believer in
God tries, under the light of theism, to delve into the
mysteries of existence with utmost curiosity (and this
curiosity has led man to improve his knowledge) since
he is aware that The Creator of the Universe is The
Almighty God who is The Great Knower.

Such a pious man would easily realize that even the
minutest part of The Creator’s work has been designed
on the basis of a special wisdom. For this reason, such a
person would study the universe more deeply in the hope
of comprehending more of the mysteries of thisworld.

A materialist on the contrary, would not feel the
need for profound study of the mysteries of the world
since he would attribute the whole of existence to
unintelligent nature. However, there are some
materialistic scientists who are convinced that a god
exists but name this creator nature. This is because in
their view nature is extremely well-organized.

In sum, theism is a means for the enhancement of
the sciences and human knowledge.

2. THEISM, ENDEAVORS AND HOPES

When man is confronted with worldly complexities
and he feels desperate and alone, belief in God comes to
his rescue and enables him to face his problems.

Those who believe in God do not envisage
themselves as alone; neither do they feel helpless. This
is because God’s Power and Might is beyond all
obstacles and no hurdle exists for Him.
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True believers with their trust in Allah’s
Benevolence, struggle against difficulties with all their
strength and do so while they are hopeful of God’s
Magnificence that He will remove all obstacles.

It is a fact that belief in God is a fortified place for
man; good faith is a means for man’s endurance and
staming; faith in God steadily kindles the light of hope
in the hearts of genuine believers.

For this very reason, righteous believers never try to
commit suicide. This is because the feeling to commit
suicide is a characteristic of quitters, losers and desperate
people. The true believer neither becomes hopeless or
disappointed, nor does he feel failure or boredom.

3. THEISM AND THE SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY

We know some physicians who provide poor,
wretched sick persons with money to fill prescriptions
without even asking them for the medical fees. They
would even stay at a poor person’s dilapidated house if
they feel that the person was in danger. Such
physicians are truly pious.

On the other hand, there are some physicians who
would not do anything for the poor and sick without
first receiving the necessary fees. Such physicians
suffer from alack of faith.

A truly religious individual should always feel a
sense of responsibility; he is generous and beneficent.
He senses an internal policeman within himself at all
times who watches his deeds continuously.
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Faithless people however are self-centered, despotic
and dangerous. They do not assume any responsibility.
It is easy for them to hurt others and abstain from
doing good deeds.

4. THEISM AND PEACE OF MIND

Psychologists and psychoanalysts inform us that mental
diseases are more prevalent in our time than at any other
time in the past. They add that one of the factors behind
such mental problems is anxiety and worry over future
events. Worries over death, wars, poverty and failure are
also disturbing in our time.

These scientists add that one of the factors that alleviate
worries is faith. This is because one’s conviction and faith
deter one from anxiety.

The Benevolent, Generous God, Who is familiar with
every action performed by His servants, will help them if
they ask Him for assistance. Then the servants will fedl
peace of mind for they know that God |ooks after them.

That is why genuine religious people feel tranquil at all
times. They are not worried and anxious because they
serve God in their deeds. If they lose something in the
process, they know they could ask God for compensation.
They are delighted even on the war front. The Holy Qur’jn
saysin thisregard:

Y o D oy 56 Vgl o5 15T

Those who believe and do not mix up their

faith with iniquity, those are they who shall
have security. [Qur’in 6:82]



THINK AND ANSWER

Do you know of any historical event which
could vividly indicate some features of true
faith mentioned above?

Do you know of some people who claim to
believe in God but exhibit unethical behavior

and display the four characteristics above?







THIRD LECTURE

THEISM FROM TWO SECURE PATHS

Since antiquity, books about theism have been
published and debates have been conducted constantly
among experts.

Each scholar has adopted his own specia technique and
approach to the problem. However, there are two
approaches which could safely guide us towards the Great
Creator:

1. The way from within (which is the shortest way);

2. The way from without (which is the most
enlightened way).

Through the first approach, we will come in contact
with our consciences and listen to the call of monotheism
from our inner selves.

Through the second approach, we will search in the
wide world of creation and observe every sign of God on
the forehead of every creature and any particle. Each one
of these two approaches calls for a lengthy discussion.
However, we will try to briefly discuss each approach.

THE APPROACH FROM WITHIN
Let us ponder over the following points:

Scientists inform us that anyone who thinks, from
whatever race or class, if he himself examines without
any special instruments, even to the extent of not
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hearing about the debate between the believers and the
materialists, he would realize that there is a great
power supervising the universe which is beyond the
material world.

In the bottom of his heart, such a person will feel a
delicate call inviting him towards an awesome source
of knowledge and power that we call God. This is the
call of our pure and flawless conscience.

A person might get distracted by the flashy, material
aspects of life and might not hear this call. His
involvement in worldly things might hinder him from
listening to his own conscience. However, if this
person were confronted with natural calamities such as
earthquakes and floods, or a wrecked airplane in a
hazardous climate, his inner feelings would overwhelm
him and would drive him towards the Almighty God
whose power lies beyond all other powers.

There are only a very few people in this world who
would not resort to such a power at the time of disaster
and misery. Of course, this innate feeling is always
within us but it is amplified during calamities.

History has repeatedly shown us that those powerful
statesmen who would normally abstain from calling
God’s name have resorted to God when they felt the very
pillars of their power and strength shaky and vulnerable.

Islamic history gives the account of Pharaoh, that
when he found himself in the middle of the billowing
waves crashing down upon him and realized that the
very water which was the basis of the prosperity of his
land and of his people was ordered to destroy him, he
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shouted out in his time of misery, confessing, “Now |
admit that there is no God except for the God of
Moses.” This cry emanated from his very conscience.
Pharaoh and other people hear this call of consciencein
the time of misery.

If you look within yourself and search your heart, you
will acknowledge the presence of a light deep inside your
heart which constantly leads you towards God. You
might have repeatedly been faced with delicate problems
the solution to which might have been beyond your
power. Under such hard conditions you might definitely
have resorted to the Supreme Power.

Under such circumstances, a hope mingled with love
for that power encompasses your turbulent soul and
puts aside the gloomy rays of despair.

However, there remains this touchy question: Is it
not possible that we resort to God only because we
have been conditioned by environmental factors and
parental influence, and that the inner conscience is not
the crucial factor?

One is justified to make such an assumption.
However, we will present you with a solution in the
following lecture. For the time being, let us hear what
the Holy Qur’;n says regarding this issue:
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So when they ride in the ships they call upon

Allah, being sincerely obedient to Him, but when

He brings them safe to the land, lo! They associate
others with Him. [Qur’jn, 29:65]



THINK AND ANSWER

Try to memorize the number of the above
verse and its meaning so that you might get
acquainted with the language of the Holy
Qur’in.

Have you ever found yourself in a hopeless
situation in which you last resort had been
God’s Grace?

Why have we called this approach the shortest
way?




FOURTH LECTURE
THE ANSWER TO AN IMPORTANT
QUESTION

THE QUESTION

In the previous lecture, we discovered that we
always hear the call of monotheism and theism from
the bottom of our hearts, and that this is more strident
at the time of danger. Under such conditions, we
inevitably remember God and resort to His infinite
Benevolence.

At this juncture, we might assume that this call
which we have named the call of conscience is nothing
more than the result of the indoctrinations to which we
have been constantly exposed through our close
interactions with the environment, school, and parents
or through habit.

THE ANSWER

A few things need to be said prior to answering this
question. Habits and customs vary constantly among
nations and are always at the mercy of change. We
could never come across a habit or custom which has
been unchanging and constant throughout the history
of a nation. That is why customs and mores are
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idiosyncratic features of a specific nation during a
particular era.

Thus, if we find a common feature in the customs
among different nations and peoples we could safely
deduce that this is an innate disposition built in the
very soul of man.

For instance, a mother’s affection towards her child
could not be the result of indoctrination or habit
formation. This is because it has never been the case
among any culture for a mother to deprive her child of
her love and care.

Of course, due to mental illness, a mother could
destroy herself or a father could have buried his
daughter alive during the period of Arab Ignorance.
But such examples are rare in the history of mankind.

This introduction now sets the stage for alook at the
issue of God-worship among people both in the past
and in the present. Since this discussion is a little hard
to follow, more attention is required on the part of the
reader.

According to great sociologists, religion and faith
have always existed. Throughout history, man has
always had some form of religion. This is a clear
indication for the innate nature of God-worship in the
depths of the human mind and soul. This has not
occurred through indoctrination or instruction. If it
were a result of imitation or habit formation, God-
worship would not have been so enduring and ever-
lasting in the conscience of man.
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There are even clues to the fact that man has had a
form of religion even during pre-historic times. [By the
pre-historic era, we refer to the time when writing was
not invented and man could not transfer much of his
culture to future generations.

Since primitive man could not visualize God as a
super-natural Being, he would search for God in
natural objects and would make idols from them to
satisfy his innate need for God. With the rapid
development of his mental capacities, man could
gradually identify the truth and could dispense with his
idols which were material beings and become familiar
with the great power of The Almighty God.

2. Some famous psychologists contend that the
human spirit has four dimensions or four main senses:

a) The sense of knowing which causes man to
acquire types of knowledge to satisfy his curiosity.
This knowledge may or may not be materially useful.

b) The sense of doing good, which is the main
source for ethical and human issues.

c) The aesthetic sense, which is the source for the
creation of poetry, literature and art in their true sense.

d) The religious sense, which invites man to
recognize God and to carry out His commands. Thus,
you can see that the religious sense is one of the most
profound senses of the human soul. This sense never
leaves man alone.

3. In our future discussions, we will find that most
materially-oriented scholars and atheists have
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somehow implicitly confessed to the existence of God
despite the fact that they have avoided calling Him so
by name. They have preferred to use the concept of
nature for His real name. However, al the features
they have designated for nature coincide with those of
God.

For instance, these scholars maintain that the reason
why nature has provided man with two kidneys is that
in the event of the failure of one kidney man could
continue his existence with the other one. But is this
giving in harmony with life-less nature? Or does it
imply a God whose Knowledge and Power is beyond
imagination no matter under what name He is referred
to?

From our discussion in this chapter, we have arrived
at the following conclusions:

The love for God has always and will always be in
ourselves.

Belief in God is an eternal flame which will keep
our hearts and minds warm forever.

In order to recognize God we do not have to go a
long way. If we delve into the depths of our very
being, we will find there the love for God.

The Holy Qur’in says:
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And We are nearer to him than his life-vein.
[Qur’in, 50:16]



THINK AND ANSWER

Give some examples of habit formation; and
provide some examples of man’s innate
nature.

Why were the ignorant people seeking after
the worship of idols?

Why do materialists use nature for God’s
name?







[FIFTH [LECTURE

A TRUE STORY
We have already mentioned the fact that those who
deny the existence of God do so only superficialy:
there is faith in God deep in their very souls and
consciences.

No doubt, worldly success could create false pride
in shallow, superficial individuals and this pride then
leads to negligence to the extent that at times man
ignores his true innate nature. However, when he is
faced with terrible events he puts aside his false pride
and his natural monotheism and God-knowing nature
comes over him.

Human history reveals to us many such examples of
people one of whom is presented below:

There once lived a powerful and despotic minister
who had everything under his scrutiny and control.
Once he attended a great gathering of religious
scholars. Addressing them, he asked them rudely,
“How much longer will you claim that there is a God?
| can prove the opposite of your claim in a thousand
ways.”

He put forth his proposal with a special pride. Since
those scholars knew well that he was not a man of
logic and that he was under the complete influence of



46 U Fifty Lessons on the Principles of Faith for Youth

his own power, they remained silent and ignored him
in ahumiliating way.

Not long after this event, the minister was accused
of some wrongdoing and was arrested and sent to jail.

One of the religious scholars who was present at the
session on that day thought it was the right time to pay
a visit to the imprisoned minister. He thought that
since he was no longer in power, and he was no longer
arrogant, and he could offer him some advice. The
scholar saw the former minister involved in great
contemplation, reciting the following two lines of
poetry: All of us are like the pictures of lions which are
drawn on flags. When the wind blows the lion on the
flags moves here and there with the wind and seems to
be attacking its enemies but in fact, it is not the lion
which moves; rather, it is the wind which makes the
movement. He was confessing that he himself was
nothing in contrast with the power of the Almighty
God who could take away any power He has bestowed
upon us at any moment He deems appropriate.

The scholar observed that the former minister had
turned into a religious, God-Fearing individual.
Greeting him, the scholar asked him: Do you remember
you said you had one thousand reasons not to believe
in God. | have come to nullify those thousand reasons
through one reason: God is the one who took away
your power from you. The former minister became
ashamed and did not say a word since he had realized
his errors.
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Concerning Pharaoh, The Holy Qur’in says:
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Until when drowning overtook him, he
(pharaoh) said: | believe there is no God but
He in Whom the children of Israel believed.
[Qur’in 10: 90]



THINK AND ANSWER

Give the ethical lesson you learnt from this
story.

Why were the children of Israel called by that
name?

Who was pharaoh, where did he live and what
was his claim?




SIXTH ILECTURE
THE SECOND WAY TO KNOW GOD

A WAY FROM WITHOUT

A cursory look at the world will lead us to
acknowledge this fact that chaos does not reign over it;
rather, every phenomenon is in motion on a specific
trgectory and the system of the universe, based on
special order is moving towards a definite destination,
like a great army.

The following points will clarify our intention:

For the creation and existence of any organism there
should be some special conditions. For instance for a
tree to come into existence, the proper soil,
temperature and heat are crucial. If anything goes
wrong, there will be no tree. The creation of these
conditions calls for wisdom and knowledge.

Each creature has its specific features. Water and
fire have their unique traits which are part and parcel
of their very being. These features and traits follow
specific laws.

All the organs of an organism work harmoniously
with one another. Take the human body as an example.
All the members, limbs and organs coordinate with
each other in a human body. If anything threatens our
bodies, all the organs unite in defending our bodies.
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This coordination is another sign of the order in the
universe.

A glance at the world of creation will vividly show
us that all creatures work in harmony with one another.
For instance, for the growth of living things, the sun
shines, the clouds release rain, the wind blows, and the
soil cooperates. All these show the existence of a
definite organization in the existing world.

THE RELATION OF ORDER AND WISDOM

Every conscientious person would realize that order
in any organization implies wisdom, thought, and
planning.

This is because man looks for a source of
knowledge and power wherever he notices that order
and law prevails. Man does not need any reasoning to
arrive at this conclusion.

Man knows that a blind or illiterate man cannot use
a typewriter to write a good composition or prepare a
critical essay. Neither can a two-year old child create a
masterpiece just by randomly moving his pen on the
paper. Rather, we would deduce the intelligence of the
Creator when we come face to face with a critical
essay or a good composition. At a museum, we would
appreciate the talent of the creator of a masterpiece
even if we did not have the chance to see the artist in
person.

Thus, wherever there is an organized system, there
exists intelligence and wisdom behind it.
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In order to infer the existence of the intelligence as
the source for any organized system, man at times uses
the laws of probability and reasons in the following
fashion: It will take millions of years for an illiterate
man to press the right buttons on the type-writer so that
he may randomly type out an essay or a piece of poetry
(For more details, refer to the book entitled “The
Creator of the World” or to the book entitled “In
Search of God”)

The Holy Qur’in states:

b 4 o i B el B9 BOW B BT gt
We will soon show them Our signs in the
Universe and in their own souls, until it will
become quite clear to them that it is the truth.

It is not sufficient as regards your Lord that
He is a witness over all things? [Qur’in 41: 53]



THINK AND ANSWER

Provide some examples of industrial
machinery which lead you to assume the
existence of a learned and intelligent creator.

What is the difference between the macrocosm
and the microcosm [the horizons and one’s
own soul]? Give some instances of God’s signs
in the macrocosm and the microcosm.




SEVENTH ILECTURIE
SOME EXAMPLES OF THE ORDER

OF CREATION
Order, purpose and planning are vividly observable
in all of creation. Here are some striking examples.

Luckily, the doors of knowing God are open to us
today due to the great advances in the physical
sciences, the uncovering of the mysteries of the world,
the vast knowledge of man’s anatomy and the structure
of the bodies of animals and plants and our vast
knowledge about the stars and galaxies. Now we could
claim that all the books and resources dealing with the
physical sciences are books on monotheism and on
knowing God. These sources teach us the magnanimity
of God. This is due to the fact that these books reveal
the very nature of creatures in this world. They show
us the Grandeur and Power of the Great Creator.

The Headquarters of the Territory of Man’s Body:

The inside of the skull is filled with a gray matter
called the “brain” which is the most important organ in
the body. Thisis because it commands all the activities
of the organs of the body.

To appreciate the function of this vital organ, let us
give you a piece of medical news:
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Recently it was reported in the newspapers that an
Iranian University student from Shiraz received a blow
to his brain in a driving accident. All his organs
seemed to be in good condition except for the fact that
he had forgotten his entire past. He could not recognize
his parents. He was taken to his house in Shiraz, but he
was unable to remember any of the items he had
worked with in his room. He declared that he could not
recognize any of those items.

It was revealed by physicians that a blow to one
specific location in his brain had deprived him of his
recollections and memories.

Perhaps the damaged section in his brain was the
size of the head of a pin but the impact was
tremendous.

Our brain and nervous system consists of two
distinct sections:

The sympathetic nerves have control over all the
voluntary movements of our bodies, such as walking,
looking, speaking, and the like.

2. The parasympathetic nervous system, controls the
involuntary functions of the heart, stomach, and the
like.

The Cerebrum, the Most Amazing Part of the Brain:

The cerebrum is the center of intelligence, will, and
memory. It is the most amazing section of the brain. It
controls most mental reactions, such as anger, fear and
the like. If an animal’s cerebrum is removed but the
nerves remain intact, it will continue to live, however
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it will lose its intelligence. The cerebrum of a pigeon
was once removed, and then the pigeon was given
seeds. It could not distinguish them despite the fact
that it was hungry. When it was given the opportunity
to fly, it continued to fly up to the point where it
confronted an obstruction in its path.

Another Astonishing Section of the Brain is the
Memory:

Have you realized the significance of memory in our
lives? Have you realized how miserable we would be if
we were deprived of our memory even for one hour?

The memory center, which forms a small section of
our brain, files all the memories of our lives. It records
all the features and traits of the people we have come
in contact with during our lifetime. As soon as we
come across a person we have aready met, we will
recognize him instantly. Then our mind tells us how to
react towards him. If he happens to be a friend, we are
told to respect him and if he is an enemy, we are told
to keep our distance. However, all these reactions are
spontaneous.

If we are asked to describe through pictures what we
will have in our memory, we need to use hundreds of
pages. Our memory, however, has done this filing with
the easiest mechanisms available to it.

How Could Unconscious and Unintelligent Nature
Create Intelligence?

Hundreds of books have already been written about
the miracle of the human brain. Could we believe this
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highly delicate, precise, complicated and mysterious
organ to be created by an unconscious nature? Nothing
would be more amazing than to assume unintelligent
nature to be the creator of human wisdom. Concerning
this The Holy Qur’jn says:
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And in your own souls too; will you not then
see?” [Qur’jn, 51:21]



THINK AND ANSWER

Do you know anything else concerning the
wonders of the human brain?

What apparatus has God created for the
protection of man’s brain against accidents?







BIGHTH LECTURE
A WORLD OF WONDER IN A

SMALL FLYING ANIMAL
Now we wish to leave the territory of our bodies and
search for other signs of miracles in the wonderful
creatures in our world.

If we gaze into the dark sky at night, we might be
able to see a flying creature courageously searching the
sky for its prey.

This creature is the bat which exhibits very strange
behaviors, especialy its flight during the dark and
gloomy night.

The bat’s swift movement in the dark without
striking any obstacle is wonderful indeed. The more we
study this creature, the more the mysteries of this
animal become apparent.

This animal flies in the dark sky with the same
speed and courage as a pigeon in the daylight. If the
bat knew it would collide with any obstacle, it would
be more cautious, however, it has an apparatus which
informs it of any imminent danger.

If abat isleft in adark, winding tunnel, the walls of
which are covered with soot, it would pass through the
tunnel walls without having its wings blackened. A bat
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has a built-in apparatus like radar which helps it to find
its way during the night.

Now let us think a little about this radar system to
see how the bat makes use of it.

One of the subjects of physicsis ultra-sound waves.
These waves have frequencies that are inaudible to the
human ear. For this reason they are called ultra-sound
waves, for they are beyond the range of sound audible
to the human ear.

When these waves are emitted from a strong
transmitter, they travel in a straight line, but when they
strike an obstacle such as an enemy airplane or other
obstacle, they reflect back like a ball which bounces
back if it strikesawall. The time it takes for a beam of
sound to strike an obstacle and then bounce back could
be measured accurately.

Most military and commercial planes and ships use
radar systems to identify the position of other planes
and shipsin the vicinity.

Scientists tell us there is an apparatus like a radar
system built in the body of a bat. The presence of such
a system could be shown by the following experiment.
Let a bat fly in a room, then let a microphone change
the ultra-sound waves into audible ones. Under these
circumstances, the bat would emit ultra-sound waves
with the frequencies between 30 and 60 hertz.

Now we would like to know which of the bat's
organs are responsible for the creation of such waves.
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Scientists inform us that these waves are produced
by the strong muscles of the bat’s larynx and are sent
out through its nostrils. Its rather large ears are the
receivers for the in-coming waves.

Thus, a bat owes its nocturnal excursions to its large
ears. A Russian scientist called Julian, has shown in
some experiments that if the bat’s ears are removed, it
could never fly without hitting obstacles. But if its eyes
are removed, it could still skillfully move around.
Thus, a bat “sees” with its ears, not with its eyes. This
is strange indeed.

Now reflect on this question for a moment: who has

installed this delicate apparatus inside this tiny animal?
Who has taught the animal how to use this apparatus?

Could unconscious nature accomplish such afeat?
Imam "Al¢ (s), talking about the creation of bats in
Nahj al-Bal ;ghah says:
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Never does the bat stop flying due to extreme
darkness...Noble and immaculate is the God
Who has created everything without previous
models. [Nahj al-Baljghah, Sermon 155]



THINK AND ANSWER

What else do you know concerning the
creation of the bat?

Do you know that the bat’s wings, its method

of reproduction, and sleeping are different
from other animals and that it is a completely
unique creature?




NINTH LECTURE
THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN

INSECTS AND FLOWERS
One spring day, when the weather becomes warm,
pay a visit to a garden or a green field. You will
observe swarms of small insects, bees, flies, butterflies
and tiny mosquitoes flying here and there, from one
flower to the next, and from one branch to the other.

They are so involved in their activities it seems as if
a stern supervisor commanded them to move about.
Their wings and feet smeared with yellow-colored
pollen, these insects resemble factory workers who
diligently work in their own workshop. But their
mission is so worthy that professor Leon Burton writes
on their job and function:

“Few people realize that without insects our baskets
would remain empty.”

We would like to add to his statement the following
observation: “And during the next generations our
gardens, orchards, and fields would lose their freshness
and vigor.”

Thus, we could say that insects are the true growers
of fruits and patrons of flower seeds.

You might ask for the reason. Insects are deemed
crucial for one of their most vital functions related to
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plants, i.e, fertilization. You probably know that
flowers, like most animals, have either male or female
organs. Without the contact between these two organs,
seeds and fruits would not be produced.

But have you ever thought how these two organs
together contact each other when plants themselves
cannot move? How does the male pollens which acts
like sperm integrate with the little seeds that act like
ovules and bring about their fertilization?

This is done, in most cases, by insects and at times
by the wind.

But the issue is not to be taken lightly. This
auspicious marriage, which is initiated by insects, has
had along and interesting history and background.

According to the findings of two scholars of the
natural sciences, plants and flowers were created
during the second half of the second geological age,
i.e. during the Mesozoic period. Strange to say, insects
were also created during this era. These two creatures
have lovingly lived side by side as two intimate friends
during the whole history of creation and have always
completed each other.

To attract their friends, flowers have produced a
delicious juice inside their rosebushes. And when
insects try to move the male pollen to the flowers’
female organs in order to let fertilization take place,
they get some of this juice free of charge. This
precious juice is so palatable for insects that they are
involuntarily attracted toward it.
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Some botanists contend that the beautiful color and
scents of flowers play a significant role in attracting
insects. Experiments on bees have shown that they can
distinguish between the different colors and scents of
flowers.

In fact, it is the flowers that decorate themselves for
the insects. In this way, they attract the magnificent
butterflies and bees. In this transaction, both sides
benefit. The sweet nectar produced is the most perfect
food for insects. When concentrated, thisjuiceis called
honey. This is because when insects come to visit the
flowers they drink some of this juice. When they leave,
they take most of this reserved juice and store it in
their nests. This friendship, which is based on mutual
benefit, has always been and will continue to exist
between flowers and insects.

A Lesson from Monothei sm:

When we see these wonderful aspects of the life of
insects and flowers, we might be tempted to ask
ourselves the following question: Who has arranged
this contract of friendship between flowers and
insects?

Who has provided flowers with this special nectar?
Who has given them these breath-taking colors and
scents?

Who has provided these insects, butterflies, and
bees with such delicate legs to carry the pollen from
the flowers?
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Why is it that bees have become fond of a special
flower? How is it that the life histories of flowers and
insects coincide with each other?

Could anybody, however obstinate he might be,
believe that all these events have occurred haphazardly
without any planning? Could we believe that these
wonderful natural sights have been created by an
unconscious nature? Never could this have happened!

The Holy Qur’in states:
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And your Lord revealed to the bee saying;

Make hives in the mountains, in the trees, and

in what they build: Then eat of all the fruits

and walk in the ways of your Lord
submissively. [Qur’jn 16: 68-69]



THINK AND ANSWER

What are the uses of the sweetness, the scents
and the colors of flowers?

What do you know about the amazing life of
bees?







TENTH [LECTURE

IN THE WORLD OF MICROCOSMS

Since we are living among the wonders of the world
of creation, we have become accustomed to them and
we might not appreciate them as they deserve. There
are some examples of our negligence:

1. There are very tiny animals and insects living
next to us whose skeletons are not more than one or
two millimeters. But despite this tiny structure, they
possess hands, feet, eyes, ears, even brains,
intelligence and central nervous systems.

If we put the brain of an ant under a microscope and
look at it carefully, we will notice what a complicated
structure it has. Different sections are put next to each
other and each section controls the functions of certain
regions of the ant’s body. A disturbance in any section
will result in some damage to the ant’s life.

Strange as it might seem, this small brain of the ant,
which is even smaller than a pinhead, contains the
means to evaluate environmental changes.

Could a material thing install and gather so many

signs of intelligence inside the brain of such a small
creature?
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2. In the mysterious world of the microcosm, the
smallest unit known is the atom, the size of which is
not visible even to the strongest microscopes.

If you want to know how small an atom is, you
should be aware of the fact that one drop of water
contains as many atoms as the population of the entire
world. And if you wish to count all the protons
contained in one centimeter of a thin wire, you would
have to hire one thousand persons who would have to
spend between 30 to 300 years to count them
continuously day and night.

Now that we have realized how many atoms are
contained in one centimeter of a thin wire, think about
how many atoms there are in the heavens and the earth,
in the air, in the galaxies and in the solar system. Is it
not exhausting for man to even visualize such immense
guantities? There is no one except God, the Creator,
who knows the precise answers to these questions.

FROM ATOMS WE LEARN LESSONS ON
MONOTHEISM

The study of atoms is one of the most promising
branches of human science today. From such studies,
we will learn lessons on monotheism. There are four
aspects about atoms which should hold our attention:

The Wonderful Order: Up to now, more than one
hundred elements have been discovered in which the
number of electrons varies from one to one hundred,
and this wonderful system could not have been created
by intelligence-lacking organisms.
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The Equilibrium in Forces: We know that two
opposite electrical poles neutralize each other. Thus,
the electrons which possess a negative charge
neutralize the nucleus which possesses a positive
charge.

On the other hand, we know that the movement of
the electrons around the nucleus creates a centrifugal
force. This force intends to let the electrons fly away
from the environment of the atom which could lead to
its disintegration, and gravity tends to absorb the
electrons and destroy the atom altogether.

In this way, we could observe how balanced the
centrifugal and centripetal forces are in the atom.
Could this equilibrium have been brought about by
blind nature?

Each One on its Specific Orbit: We saw that there
are a particular number of some electrons for each
atom. These €electrons do not move in one orbit; rather,
each one occupies a specific orbital path without any
collisions between them.

Is it an easy task to put all these electrons in their
specific orbits?

Atomic Energy: In order to appreciate the amount
of energy contained in one atom, observe the following
incident:

In 1945, an atomic experiment took place in the
desert of New Mexico. A very small atomic bomb was
left on a steel tower. After it exploded, the tower first
melted and then evaporated accompanied by lightning
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and horrendous sounds. When the scientists returned to
observe the result, nothing was left on the scene.

In that very year, two bombs were dropped on two
cities of Japan: One on the city of Nagasaki and the
other one on the city of Hiroshima. The number of
dead in the former city amounted to seventy thousand
with the same amount of casualties. And in the latter
city, the number of dead was from 30,000 to 40,000
with the same number of casualties. As a result, Japan
had to surrender to the United States and accept the
truce.

Is it not sufficient to study the mysteries of one
atom to get to know the Great Creator? There are as
many reasons for the existence of God as the number
of atoms in the universe. The Holy Qur’in states:
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And were every tree that is in the earth made
into pens and the sea to supply it with ink with
seven more seas to increase it, the words of

Allah would not come to an end. [Qur’jn
31:27]



THINK AND ANSWER

Do you know anything more concerning the
mysterious life of ants?

Can you draw the structure of the atom on the
blackboard?







FURTHER IDISCUSSION ON THE
TENTH LECTURE
HOw SPLENDID ARE THE
ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

His Attributes

One should know that it is one thing to recognize
God through studying His creatures, but it is quite
another thing to recognize the Attributes of God. The
former is quite easy while the latter needs much more
scrutiny and caution.

One might ask why. The reason is clear. None of
God’s attributes resembles what we see and hear. Thus,
the first condition for identifying the attributes of God
is the negation of any of the characteristics of the
created world from that of the Sacred Essence. This
makes the whole picture difficult and provide us with a
dilemma. We have grown up in the middle of this
natural world and have been in close contact with it.
Thus, we have the inclination to measure everything in
comparison with nature.

We have only seen matter and its properties. All the
creatures we have encountered live in time and space
and have specific dimensions. Thus, it would become
extremely difficult to visualize a God who lacks
substance, who does not live in time or space but at the
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same time has control over every aspect of existence,
and is timeless. We have to be extremely cautious.

However, it should be pointed out that we could
never realize the true nature of the Almighty God. We
should not expect we could ever know Him since this
expectation resembles pouring an immense ocean into
a tiny glass or to expect an unborn child to know all
the secrets of the outside world, and thisisimpossible.

That is why a small error on our part might take us
miles away from the road of identifying God and |leave
us in the desert of idol-worship or atheism. Therefore,
we should take heed to never compare the
characteristics of creation with those of Allah.

Divine Beauty and Divine M ajesty

God’s Attributes are usualy divided into the
positive attributes and the negative attributes. The
positive attributes are those which are attributed to
God and the negative attributes are those which God
does not have.

The answer is as follows. From one point of view,
God’s attributes are infinite and from another point of
view, all God’s attributes could be summed up in the
following phrase:

God’s Being isinfinitein all aspects and at the same
time possesses supreme perfection.

God’s negative attributes could be paraphrased
through the following statement: God’s essence suffers
from no defects from whatever perspective.
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However, since perfection and defects have degrees,
we could easily state that God has limitless positive
attributes and an infinite number of negative attributes.
This is because He possesses all the positive attributes
that come to man’s mind and lacks all those flaws
which the human mind can imagine. Therefore, God’s
positive and negative Attributes are simply limitless.

God’s most Well-Known Attributes
God’s most positive attributes appear in the
following poem:

God is All-knowing and All-powerful;
HeisLiving and willful,;

He is the Perceiver.

Heis Eternal without end,

The Sincere Speaker with His Prophets.

Heis All Knowing since He knows everything;

He is All Powerful; this means He encompasses
everything;

Heis Living; i.e. He is Alive. He is Living since a
living being is both Knowing and Powerful. Since God
is both Knowing and Almighty, He is Living;

He is willful which means; He decides and carries
out His wishes accordingly. He is free to do whatever
He wants and whatever He does is based on wisdom.
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God is a Perceiver since He perceives everything;
He sees everything and hears every sound; and He is
cognizant of all things.

God is Eternal and exists at all times. His Being
does not have any beginning. This is because His
Existence stems from His Nature. For this reason, He is
Eternal. Non-existence is meaningless for God Whose
Existence relies on Himself.

God is the speaker with His prophets. He creates the
sound waves which create words. This does not mean
that He has atongue, lips or alarynx.

God is Sincere; this means that whatever He utters
is the absolute truth. This is because lying is the result
of ignorance or weakness. God never tells lies since He
is both Knowing and Powerful.

God’s most famous Negative Attributes could be
found in the following poem:

He is not composed,

Neither is He a substance nor a body.
Heis not visible,

Neither does He occupy space.

He lacks associ ates,

He does not bear attributes, either
God is Rich; never is He Needy.

1. God is not composed because He lacks
components. If He were composed, He would be in
need of His components, while He needs nothing.
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2. God is not a substance because every material
thing is perishable and limited.

3. God cannot be seen; He is invisible. This is
because if He were Visible, He should be a thing, with
limits and dimensions.

4. God does not occupy space because He is not a
substance to be in need of space.

5. There is no associate with God. This is because if
He had an associate, He would be finite, and two finite
beings could not tolerate each other. Besides, the
uniqueness of the rules in this world leads us to accept
His Uniqueness.

6. God lacks attributes because His attributes and
His Being are the same.

7. God is not poor; neither is he needy. He is Rich.
This is because an Infinite Being does not lack
Knowledge or Power.

The Holy Qur’jn says:
RERTEICa
Nothing is like Him. [Qur’'in 42:11]



THINK AND ANSWER

Do you have any more evidence for God’s
uniqueness and His lacking associates?

Some religions believe in three gods, some in
two gods. Which religions are they?




TEN LECTURES
ON GOD’S JUSTICE






[FIRST [LECTURIE

WHAT 1S JUSTICE?
Why is justice, above God’s other attributes,
considered as one of the principles of religion?

What is the difference between justice and equality?
Why was Justice Selected above all other attributes?

Before anything else, it should become clear why
justice was chosen as one of God’s most significant
attributes and why it was selected as one of the five
principles of religion.

God is All-knowing; He is Powerful; He is Just; He
is the Sage; He is both All-merciful and All-
compassionate; He is Eternal; He is the Creator and the
Provider of Sustenance; why was justice selected out
of all these other attributes and why was it assigned as
one of the five principles of religion?

To answer this question, we should take the
following into consideration:

Among God’s attributes, justice enjoys a significant
position since most of God’s attributes go back to it.
Thisis due to the fact that justice in its widest meaning
is to put every item in its proper position. Therefore,
the Sage, Provider of Sustenance, the All-Merciful, the
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All-Compassionate and the like all have their roots in
justice.

The issue of the Resurrection [return to God]
depends on God’s justice. The prophethood of God’s
Messengers and the responsibilities of the Imams are
related to God’s justice.

During the early days of Islam, a dispute arose over
the issue of God’s justice:

A group of Sunnis, called Ash’arites, denied God’s
justice entirely. They claimed that the issue of God’s
justice or injustice was irrelevant and that all existence
is in His possession and belongs to Him. Whatever He
does is absolute justice. This group of Sunnis did not
even believe in the concept of rational goodness and
unseemliness. They used to say: Our wisdom cannot
distinguish between good or bad on its own.

Another group of Sunnis, called Mu’tazilites and the
Sh¢"ah, believed in God’s justice and used to say that
God never engages in injustice and tyranny:

In order to distinguish between these two groups,
the second group was termed the “Adliyah,” that is,
those who used God’s Justice as one of their five
principles of religion; the first group was called “non-
Adliyah,” the Sh¢ ah were among the Adliyah.

In order to make their religion distinct from the
“non-Adliyah,” The Sh¢ ah used Imamate as one other
principle of religion.
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Therefore, wherever the issues of Justice and
Imamate are brought up, the school of Imamiyyah
Shiasisinvolved.

Since religion’s secondary principles are always a
reflection of the fundamental principles of religion and
since the idea of God’s justice has a tremendous effect
on human society, the adoption of the principle of
justice as one of the fundamental principles of religion
is a means of reviving justice in human societies and
encouraging the struggle against any kind of injustice
and aggression.

The leadership of the prophets and Imams sets the
stage for true leadership in human societies. Thus, the
principle of God’s justice, which governs all human
societies, is an indication of the need for justice in
human encounters.

The great world of creation is based on justice and
SO is human society.

WHAT IS JUSTICE?
Justice has two distinct meanings:

In its wide sense justice is taken to mean
“everything in its proper position,” in other words “to
be in equilibrium.”

This interpretation of justice can be discerned in the
whole sphere of creation: in galaxies, inside atoms, in
the structure of the human body, in plants and in living
organisms.
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This is the same meaning which is implied in the
famous Hadith of the Messenger of God which
declares:

“Through justice the skies and the earth exist.”

For example, if the attractive and repulsive forces of
the earth are negated or if one of the two of them
overpowers the other, the earth would either be
absorbed by the sun, which would then be destroyed or
it would wander free in the infinite expanse of space
and be annihilated.

This sense of justice is depicted in this poem:

What is injustice? Injustice is when things are not in
their proper places; what is justice? It is when trees get
water; what is injustice?

Injustice is when thorns receive water.

If water is used for plants and orchards, one finds
justice; however, if it is used to water thorns and
weeds, injustice rules.

Another meaning for justice is “considering other
people’s rights.” thus, it is unjust to deprive others of
their rights or to engage in discrimination or
favoritism.

It is interesting to know that justice in its two
meanings applies to Allah. However, in our discussions
the second meaning is more often intended.

God’s justice implies that He neither deprives

anybody of his or her rights, nor does He engage in
favoritism. He does not discriminate among people. He
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is just in the true sense of the word. In the coming
lectures we will present proofs of God’s Justice.

Injustice whether it means the deprivation of rights
or engaging in favoritism or discrimination, is not in
harmony with God’s attributes.

God never punishes a righteous person; neither does
He encourage a wrongdoer in his vicious acts, He does
not punish anyone for the wrong actions committed by
others. His actions are completely based on pure
justice.

God uses justice with all members of society under
all circumstances. Thus, the statement of the Ash’arites
is false when they declare that God is just even if He
sends all the prophets to Hell or even if He dispatches
all the wrongdoers and criminals to paradise. A man
with common sense would not utter such nonsense.

THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN JUSTICE AND
EQuALITY

Another significant point which should be
considered here is that justice and equality are
sometimes erroneously used interchangeably. This is
far from the truth.

Equality is not a pre-condition for justice to occur.
Priorities and preferences, too, should be considered; for
instance, it is not justice to give al students in a class
the same grade; neither should two workers receive the
same wage. Justice is used when each student receives
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his grade according to his or her merits or a worker
receives his wage based on his expertise.

The same is true in nature. It would not be just for a
whale to have a heart the weight of one gram or for a
sparrow to have a heart as heavy as one ton. It would
not be just for a sturdy tree to have the root of a small
tree.

It is just for any organism to receive subsistence in
accordance with its merits and capabilities.



THINK AND ANSWER

Why is justice, which is one of God’s
attributes, recognized as one of the principles
of religion?

Who are the Ash’arites? What do you know of
their beliefs?

What are the social consequences of the belief
in God’s justice?

What are the two meanings of justice? Outline
them.

Is justice the same as equality?







SECOND LECTURIE
THE REASONS FOR GOD’S
JUSTICE

RATIONAL GOODNESS AND UNSEEMLINESS

It should be pointed out that our wisdom realizes the
goodness and unseemliness of things to a certain
degree.

For instance, we know that justice and kindness are
good and admired characteristics and injustice and
jealousy are bad and repulsive. We know all this
without religious instruction. However, there are things
we could not understand through the sciences alone; to
recognize them, we need the instruction of religious
|eaders such as the prophets.

Thus, the Ash’arites are wrong when they deny
rational goodness and unseemliness.

If our wisdom was not able to distinguish between
good and bad, how would we be able to acknowledge
whether or not God had given miracles to an honest
individual or to a liar? But when we say lying is
unseemly and is uncharacteristic of God and that His
statements are always right and flawless, we know that
His promises are true and that He would never support
aliar, so He would not provide a liar with miracles.
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That is why we can trust religion and we can
conclude that the belief in rational goodness and
unseemliness is the very foundation of our religion.

Now, let us return to the reasons for God’s justice.
To know these facts, we should be aware of the
following:

What is the Source of Injustice?

Injustice is due to one of the following:

Ignorance

Sometimes a cruel person or atyrant does not really
know what he is doing; neither does he realize that he
is destroying the rights of others.

Need

At times, we wish to possess things which belong to
others. Under these conditions, we might be tempted to
become involve in injustice.

Incompetence and Inability;

At times, we may not be willing to deprive others of
their rights but we cannot help it and unwillingly we
become involved in injustice.

Selfishness and Revenge

Sometimes none of the above factors are responsible
for our decision; rather our selfishness leads us to
trespass over the rights of others. Our desire for
revenge might be another factor for getting involved in
injustice. Our egocentrism might be responsible for the
wrong inflicted by us on others.
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God has none of these defects due to the fact that He
is All-knowing, He is in need of nothing, He has power
over everything and He is kind towards everyone. It is
therefore irrational to think that He could ever get
involved in tyranny or injustice.

God is infinite; His perfection has no limit. One can
expect nothing but benevolence, justice, kindness and
affection from such a source of Divine Mercy.

When we observe that evildoers are punished, it is
not God Who punishes them; rather their punishment
is, in fact, the consequence of their wrong. This
resembles the punishment of death which an addict
receives because of his addiction and due to his use of
narcotics and alcoholic beverages. The Holy Qur’in
says:

Shall you be rewarded for aught except what
you did? [Qur’jn 27:90]

THE QUR’2N AND GOD’S JUSTICE

It is worth mentioning that this fact is highly
stressed in the sacred verses of the Holy Qur’jn. For
instance, on one occasion God says:

gy gl o 505 s o Ay y U TP
Surely, Allah does not do any injustice to men,
but men are unjust to themselves. [Qur’in
10:44]

Still in another situation, the Holy Qur’jn says:
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By Uk gy TP
Surely, Allah does not do injustice the weight
of an atom. [Qur’in 4:40]

Concerning the chastisement of the Resurrection
Day, the Holy Qur’;n states:

15 o ol o sl el g oy
And We will set up a just balance on the Day

of Resurrection, so no soul shall be dealt with
unjustly in the least. [Qur’in 21:47]

Invitation to Justice

We have already said that man’s attributes should be
a reflection of God’s Attributes and that God’s
Attributes should be felt among the members of any
society. Based on this principle, the Holy Qur’in
emphasizes both God’s Justice, and justice among the
members of human society. The Holy Qur’jn has
repeatedly considered injustice as the very essence of
corruption in human society and predicts a painful fate
for cruel people.

By describing the fate of people in olden times who
were destroyed due to their unjust deeds, the Holy
Qur’in warns people against practicing injustice and
cruel acts.

Using it as a principle, the Holy Qur’in explicitly
states:

sUsdll op s ) el p oYy afy SG Al TP

Py Sy
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Surely, Allah enjoins the doing of justice and
doing of good to others and the giving to the
kindred, and He forbids indecency, evil, and
rebellion. [Qur’'in 16:90]

It is worthwhile to mention that accepting cruelty
and injustice from others is just as abominable as doing
injustice to others. Thisis explicitly stated in verse 279
of S£rah Bagara:

O gallad Y 0 gallas
Neither shall you make the debtor suffer loss,
nor shall you be made to suffer loss. [Qur’in
2:279]
Submission to the unjust acts of cruel people is to
encourage tyrants to engage in their devilish deeds
€even more.



THINK AND ANSWER

Is our intelligence or wisdom capable of
distinguishing between good and bad
independently and without the assistance of
the Shariah?

What are the sources of injustice? What logical
reasons are there for God'’s justice?

What does the Holy Qur’in have to say about
God’s justice and the negation of injustice by
Him?

What is man’s duty vis-a-vis justice and
injustice?

Is it considered a sin to submit to injustice?




THIRD LECTURE
THE PHILOSOPHY BEHIND

DISASTERS AND EVILS

Since ancient times, some ignorant people have
criticized God for His alleged injustice. They have put
forward some issues which, in their conceptualization,
are in conflict with God’s genuine justice. They have
even gone so far as to use these issues to support both
the negation of God’s justice and His existence
altogether.

Among the things, they see as evils are those
mishaps which at times afflict man, plants and other
living organisms.

Among them are natural disasters such as tornadoes,
earthquakes and other general calamities.

This issue is often brought up in relation to either
theism as opposed to atheism, or God’s justice or lack
thereof. In order to comprehend this topic, let us
consider the following carefully:

Man’s Relative Judgment and his Limited
Knowledge:

In judging some things, we usually rely upon our
own selves. For instance, we will say that something is
near to us or far from us, or, we refer to another person
as either strong or weak. This comparison is done by
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comparing that person’s strength or weakness with our
own, both physically and mentally. In relation to good
and evil, people employ the same approach.

For instance, if it rains somewhere, we would ignore
the impact of that rain on the general economy of our
country, instead, we would only be concerned with our
immediate environment, our homes, our fields, or at
most our city. If the impact of that rain is positive, we
will refer to as it a blessing from God, and if it had
deleterious effects, we would refer to it as a disaster
sent from heaven.

Let us give you another example: when a dilapidated
building is torn down to be replaced by a better
building, we refer to the dirt produced as an evil thing,
forgetting for the moment that the newly built building
might be a hospital from which numerous people
would benefit in the future. In the case of that rain, we
might temporarily forget that it might have positive
advantages for the community.

In our superficial and unfounded judgments, we
would consider a snake’s poison as an evil thing,
forgetting for the moment that this poison is one of the
defense mechanisms of the snake and that this poison
could be used for pharmaceutical purposes to save a
man’s life.

Therefore, to avoid falling into this pitfal, we
should not use our limited knowledge to judge world
affairs. In our judgments, we should avoid judging
things and affairs exclusively based on ourselves;
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rather, we should take as many factors as possible into
consideration.

Basically, the geographical and climatic events in
the world are inter-related: the storm blowing in our
city today and the torrential flood pouring down
tomorrow are links in the universal chain of events
which are taking place. These events have their roots
both in the past and in the present.

We will conclude from what we have said above
that jumping to conclusions based on scanty pieces of
the picture and ignoring the whole body of evidence is
irrational indeed.

What should be strongly denied is the creation of
“absolute evil.” It would be more acceptable to see
things as good from one perspective but from another
aspect, and the good aspect to be more is predominant
init.

A surgical operation is extremely painful from one
aspect but is of a great benefit to the person involved.

An earthquake naturally creates a lot of destruction
in some areas of the earth. But when we put it into the
perspective of other related affairs, our judgments
drastically change.

Scientists present us with two types of causes for
earthquakes. According to one theory, it is caused by
the moon’s attraction to the dry outer layers of the
earth. In accordance with a second theory, earthquakes
are caused by heat and gases within the earth.
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No matter which theory is taken to be true, we
should take its other consequences into consideration.
In other words, we should be aware of the effects of
the earth’s internal heat over the formation of fossil
resources, such as oil and coa inside the earth.
Therefore, earthquakes could be regarded as relatively
benevolent and good.

Another example is the tides, which are created by
the attraction of the moon to the oceans and which
results in the irrigation of the dry coasts of the oceans
and seas. This, too, is of relative benevolence.

Thus, we understand that our relative judgments and
limited knowledge are the real causes for our
misunderstanding of universal events. The more we
study the inter-relationship between events, the more
we will recognize the limited scope of our judgments.
Regarding this, the Holy Qur’;n tells us:

S8 ) el o i3 a3
And you are not given aught of knowledge but
a little. [Qur’in 17:85]

With this limited knowledge, we should avoid
rushing to jump to conclusions.

UNPLEASANT EVENTS AND WARNINGS

All of us have observed some people, who when
they gain possessions and affluence, become immersed
in vanity and false pride, forgetting for the moment,
most of their responsibilities and important human
affairs.
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We have also seen that people are steeped in luxury,
they become carried away by negligence which, if it
continues, leads to disaster.

You have, no doubt, heard experienced drivers
complain of straight, curve-free roads, which might
make them drowsy and could be devastating to them.
In some countries, artificial bumps are placed on these
kinds of roads to reduce danger.

Human life resembles these straight, curveless roads
in many ways. If there were no bumps, such as
unpleasant events, in our way, negligence would
overcome us and we would forget our duties towards
God and other fellow human beings.

We are not advising people to create nasty,
unpleasant events for themselves. Rather, we are
saying that the philosophy behind some of these events
is that they could prevent us from sinking into vanity
and negligence. Regarding this topic, The Holy Qur’jn
states:

O WA sy sy WA0Is6
...then We seized them with distress and

affliction in order that they might humble
themselves. [Qur’in 6:42]



THINK AND ANSWER

Who has brought up the question of disasters
and vices in the discussion on religion?

Name some examples of disasters and
calamities. Have you ever experienced any of
them?

What is meant by relative judgment as
opposed to all-inclusive judgment? And what

is meant by “absolute evil” and “relative good”

Are tornadoes and earthquakes completely
negative in their effect?

What positive effects might unpleasant events
have on our lives?




[FOURTH ILECTURIE
THE PHILOSOPHY BEHIND
UNPLEASANT EVENTS IN OUR

LIVES
We have seen that some faultfinders have used the
unpleasant events that occur in man’s life and the
disasters which we constantly face to deny God’s
Justice or to deny the very existence of God altogether.

In our previous discussion, we analyzed some of
these events and provided two different philosophies.
Let us now continue with this discussion.

MAN MATURES WHEN HE FACES DIFFICULTIES

Let us repeat what we have said previously: we
should never try to create problems for ourselves. It
frequently happens that certain difficult obstacles
strengthen our determination and enhance our faculties.
This resembles the act of a blacksmith who puts steel
into hot ovens to make it stronger and more durable.
We, too, become more determined in the oven of
hardships.

Wars are abominable events, but sometimes an
intense could enhance the capabilities of a nation and
make it flourish; it could change disunity into unity
and could redress backwardness.
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A well-known western historian writes:

“Any brilliant civilization that has emerged in
whichever part of this world has been caused
by a strong foreign invader which has caused
the hidden capabilities of the invaded nation
to flourish.”

Of course, the reaction of all individuals and
societies in the face of the bitter events of life has not
been identical. Some individuals despair easily; so,
they are drawn into pessimism; and end up being the
losers. There are others, however, because of their
potential are motivated by events and move forward
energetically trying to amend their weak points and
drawbacks. However, since most people judge
superficially, they only observe the bitter and hard
aspects of the hardships of life and do not notice the
positive aspects of these difficulties.

We do not, claim that all bitter events always have
such an impact on us, but they do in many cases.

If one studies the life patterns of those endowed
with genius, you would find out that nearly all of them
carried out their activities under hard and difficult
circumstances. Few of those who have been pampered
and spoiled have shown any genius or have reached
lofty positions in life. Great, distinguished military
leaders and generals have such high social positions
because they have encountered difficult challenges in
the military theater. By the same token, the experts in
economics are those who have wrestled against
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daunting economic conditions and have emerged
victorious.

In the same way, great politicians are those who
have struggled against hard and unpleasant events.

In sum, it could be stated that hardships and pain
nourish the human mind.

We read the following truth in the Holy Qur’;n:

A 15 b i Jarsy 158 158586 b kd
Then if you hate them, it may be that you
dislike a thing while Allah has placed
abundant good in it. [Qur’jn 4:19]

HARDSHIPS PREPARE MAN TO RETURN TO GOD

In the previous discussions, we found out that there
is a specific am for every one of our limbs and organs.
There is even a philosophy behind the creation of our
fingerprints, so, how could it be possible for our whole
body to lack any pre-specified objectives?

We have seen so far, as well, that the main objective
of man’s creation has been for him to develop and to
flourish in all aspects of life.

In order to attain such perfection, man needs
profound educational programs that could lead the
entirety of his being, therefore such a program should
be all-inclusive. For this very reason, God has provided
man not only with a monotheistic nature but has sent
heavenly books through great prophets to lead man to
the straight path.
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For man to accomplish such a profound feat God has
revealed to him the consequences of his sins and
wrongdoings and has made man suffer in those cases
where he has disobeyed God’s orders and commands;
in this way, God has taught man to take lessons from
his previous errors and pave the way to approach Him.
For this reason, some of the disasters and unpleasant
events man encounters, are in fact God’s grace and
signs of His Benevolence.

Thisfact isvividly stated in The Holy Qur’in:

gz obldl sles

Corruption has appeared in the land and the

sea on account of what the hands of men have

wrought, that He may make them taste a part

of that which they have done, so that they may

return. [Qur’in 30:41]

Regarding the afore-mentioned topics, it is entirely
baseless and illogical to consider disastrous events as
evil, to interpret them as pernicious and to consider
them as signs of God’s injustice. This is because the
more meticulously we delve into this issue, the more
we appreciate the philosophy behind it.



THINK AND ANSWER

What are the objectives behind man’s
creation? How could we attain such
objectives?

How does man mature and become stronger
through hardships?

Have you encountered anyone who became
greater and emerged victorious through
hardships? Write their biographies.

What does the Holy Qur’'in say regarding the
consequences of our sins?

Which individuals benefit from bitter events
and which ones interpret them negatively?







[FIFTH ILECTURE
MORE DISCUSSION ON THE
PHILOSOPHY BEHIND DISASTERS

AND EVILS
Since the issue of disasters and evils is a problem
for most students of theology and monotheism, we
shall devote more space here to this topic.

HARDSHIPS AND LIFE’S UPS AND DOWNS
ENLIVEN Us

It might seem difficult for some to comprehend, but
gifts and blessings lose their value if they continue for
along time and do not change.

It is a proven fact that if a smooth item is placed
inside a sphere with strong rays of light directed upon
it, the item becomes difficult for the observer to see.
This is because it is the shadows around an item that
make it visible.

Blessings, in the same way, are not observable
without the shadows of hardship. We would not enjoy
our lives if we did not encounter any diseases at all. It
is only after a night of fever and headache that we
appreciate the value of health.

As a whole, a monotonous life, even the most
affluent one, is both boring and morbid. It is commonly
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observed that some of those who have led an affluent
life, is free from disturbances, consider life to be
absurd and have tried either to commit suicide or
complain about their lives.

You never see a talented architect construct the
walls of a hall like the walls of a prison, drab and
monotonous; rather, with his innovations he tries to
giveit spirit and joy.

Why is nature so wonderfully beautiful? Why are
forests, mountains, rivers, streams and the swaying
branches of the trees so interesting and so charming?
One obvious reason might be the lack of monotony.
The dichotomies of light and dark on the one hand and
day and night on the other, which are repeatedly
emphasized in the Holy Qur’;n, are meant to eliminate
monotony from human existence. This is because if the
sun continuously shone from only one location in the
sky, there would be no change of day and night and
within a short time, everyone would suffer boredom.

Based on these pieces of information, we should
accept the fact that disasters in life are partly
influential in making the rest of our lives more
attractive and helping us appreciate the real value of
our blessings.

SELF-MADE HARDSHIPS

Another point which should be mentioned in this
final section of our discussion is the fact that most
people are ignorant of the causes of unpleasant events
and disasters and attribute those injustices which are
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actually done by other human beings to the system of
creation. They thus attribute the irregularities in man’s
deeds to irregularities in creation.

For instance, they complain in the following
fashion: “Why should all disasters and misfortunes
happen to me? Why do earthquakes cause few
casualties in towns, but many more in the villages?
Why should so many lives be lost in villages due to
earthquakes? What sort of justice is this? If we are
supposed to be exposed to all sorts of calamities, why
should we not receive them equally? Why should the
poor be exposed to so many disasters? Why are the
poor victimized in general hospitals?”

These critics do not realize that none of these issues
is related to the general scheme of creation; nor are
they related to God’s justice. Rather, these are the
direct and inevitable consequences of man’s injustice
and exploitation of other human beings.

If villagers were not living under dire poverty due to
the inequalities between them and city dwellers, they
could build stronger houses to withstand earthquakes
and many lives could be saved this way. But when
their houses are built with clay bricks without using
cement, any strong wind or weak earthquake can easily
destroy them. How can these events be related to God
or Hisjustice?

We should not, find fault with God’s philosophy of
creation by complaining and uttering such statements:
“He has given some people all sorts of assets, but has
deprived others of their basic needs. He has given
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some people elegant, breath-taking mansions and
others cavesto dwell in!”

These criticisms should be directed towards the
disorganized institutions of society. These social
injustices should be eradicated through our efforts.
Poverty should be removed from our society through
our efforts. The deprived and the miserable should be
taken care of. Only through such deeds could we rid
ourselves of these blatant cases of injustice.

If all people from al walks of life had proper
nutrition and hygiene, they would be resistant to
diseases.

However, in a society in which ajust order does not
exist but in which aggression and the exploitation of
others prevail, there would be some who would be so
affluent that they would even have veterinarians and
medicines for their pets and there would be those who
would lack even the right medicine for their babies.
Such cases are prevalent in many societies.

Under such circumstances, it would be rational to
find fault with our own deeds and not with God.

We should advise the oppressors to stop their acts of
cruelty and tell the oppressed not to yield to
oppression.

We should, as well, try hard to provide all members
of society with the minimum means of hygiene,
treatment, food, shelter, and education. Therefore, we
must conclude that we should not blame the creator
for our own faults and shortcomings, saying: How
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could God ever impose such miseries upon us? How
could God ever have recommended such an unjust
social order?

In contrast, God has created us free since freedom is
the very key to prosperity.

However, it is we who misuse our freedom and
expose others to cruelty. These cruelties ultimately
manifest themselves as social disorder, irregularities
and compl ete chaos.

Unfortunately, these blunders affect everyone and
the works of some poets attest to this situation.

The Holy Qur’in explains this issue elegantly:

Certainly, Allah does not do any injustice t/o

men, but men are unjust to themselves.
[Qur’in 10:44]



THINK AND ANSWER

Why did we discuss the issue of disasters and
evils in three lectures?

What is the drastic side effect of a monotonous
life? Have you ever met a person who
complains of his affluent life?

What do you know of the philosophy of light
and darkness in the world of creation?

Are all the calamities that are prevalent in our
society attributable to creation or do we also,
have some role in their occurrence?

Are there appropriate ways available to us to
redress social disasters? What are our

responsibilities vis-a-vis the oppressed?




SIXTH ILECTURE

DETERMINISM AND FREE WILL
One issue related to God’s justice is the topic of
determinism and free will.

The proponents of the philosophy of determinism
contended that man is not free in his deeds, behavior
and speech and that even the movement of his limbs
and organs is performed as obligatorily as the
movement of parts of acar.

This raises the question: How is this opinion
compatible with the issue of God’s justice? For this
very reason, the Muslim group called the Ash'arites to
whom we referred previously, and who deny the
concept of logical good and evil, have accepted
determinism and have denied justice. By accepting
determinism, one no longer has to accept the issue of
justice.

To clarify this issue, we should first discuss some
other topics.

THE ORIGIN OF THE BELIEF IN DETERMINISM

Every body feels deep inside himself that he has
freedom of choice. For instance, he can decide to help
his friends financially or not; he can drink water when
heis thirsty or decide not to do so. He is free to forgive
or take revenge on anybody who has wronged him.
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Every one can distinguish between the shaking of
the hands of a sick or old person and someone shaking
their hands of their own free will. So how is it that
some people accept the philosophy of determinism
when everyone intuitively feels that man is free in his
nature?

There are several reasons for this orientation, one of
which is presented here: When one sees that the
environment influences everybody, that training affects
everyone, that culture and indoctrination influence
man’s soul and mind, that economic factors sometimes
elicit reactions in people and that the influence of
heredity is inevitable, one naturaly jumps to the
conclusion that man cannot act freely, and that all
internal and external factors influence his decisions
and that these behaviors would not have been
manifested had these factors not existed before hand.
These states of affairs are referred to as environmental
determinism, hereditary determinism and the
philosophy of determinism in general.

The Basic Error of the Proponents of Determinism:

These people, however, have neglected one
fundamental point: it is not the issue of “stimuli” and
“minor causes;” rather, it is the issue of the ultimate
cause. In other words, nobody could deny the role of
the environment, culture or economic factors on human
thinking and activity. The point is, despite the
influence of all these stimuli, it is we who arrive at
decisionsin the final analysis.
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Thisis because in an oppressive social environment,
such as a tyranny, in which everybody could engage in
corruption, one does not have to become corrupt. In
that type of social situation, one could decide to avoid
receiving bribes or not to frequent centers of
corruption and decide to remain intact, healthy and
whole.

Thus, environmental circumstances should be
distinguished from the ultimate cause.

We have instance of individuals raised in a corrupt
family environment or culture, or who have inherited
something inappropriate, but who have followed the
right path and have even risen up against the corrupt
environment. If everybody had to be the immediate
product of his own time and environment then no
fundamental revolution could have been created or
produced. Under such conditions, everybody would
have had to adapt himself to the status quo and no one
could have hoped for any improvement in the social
order.

All this indicates the fact that none of the afore-
mentioned factors are vital to our destiny. Rather, each
one only sets the background for our activity. The main
decision is arrived at by one’s own determination.

This resembles the situation when we decide to fast
on a hot summer’s day. Every part of our body craves
for a drop of water. However, we ignore such a desire
in order to obey God’s commands. Under similar
conditions, another person could yield to his wants and
consequently break his fast.
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We shall conclude, therefore, that beyond all
stimuli, there lies a vital factor called man’s power to
make decisions.

The Politico-Social Factors Involved in the
Philosophy of Determinism:

The issues of free will and determinism have always
been misused during man’s history. There have been a
few peripheral factors that have given rise to
supporting the issue of determinism and denying free
will: Among them are the following:

Political Factors

To carry on with their illegitimate governments and
in order to suppress the fires of revolution arising
among the oppressed classes of society, most tyrants
and despotic statesmen have spread the illusory
thought that we are not free to decide on our own and
that the hand of destiny and the determinism of history
write our fate. They erroneously conclude then, that it
is one’s destiny that makes a prince or a beggar.

It is obvious that such a philosophy could easily
stupefy the masses and set the stage for the
continuation of colonial policies. In accordance with
wisdom and the Shariah however, our destiny lies in
our own hands and fate, in its deterministic sense does
not exist. Divines decrees depend to a large degree on
our will, faith, and endeavor.

Psychological Factors
There are some losers who are unwilling to accept
the fact that the real cause for their failure has been
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their laziness and lethargy. In order to justify their
laziness, they resort to the philosophy of determinism
which they blame for their laziness. In this way, they
arrive at a pseudo-peaceful state of mind. They claim
that they have been wretched from the very start and
that nothing could alter their destiny. They pretend that
they are extremely intelligent and talented but fate has
not been kind to them, however.

Social Factors

Some people prefer to be free to engage in
libertinism and pleasure-seeking activities. They
somehow convince themselves that they are innocent
and they usually deceive the society into believing that
they really are innocent.

For this purpose, they resort to the philosophy of
determinism in order to justify their own sensual and
whimsical behavior.

However, we are well aware of the fact that all of
these are lies. Even those who present these baseless
excuses know that they are not telling the truth. But
they are hindered from expressing the truth by their
whimsical and transient desires.

Thus, in order to purify our society, we should
combat the very notion of determinism, which has been
a tool in the hands of colonialists in order to carry out
their plans and in the hands of losersin order to justify
their failures.



THINK AND ANSWER

What is the difference between the schools of
determinism and free will?

What sorts of proofs do the proponents of
determinism rely on?

How would you explain the effects of
environment, culture, and heredity?

What political, mental, and social factors lie
behind the school of determinism?

What should our position be vis-a-vis such
factors?




SEVENTH ILECTURIE
THE CLEAREST PROOF
FOR FREE WILL

MAN’S CONSCIENCE CATEGORICALLY REJECTS
DETERMINISM

Despite the fact that philosophers and religious
scholars have advanced arguments and proofs of
various kinds concerning man’s free will, we shall
resort to the shortest and easiest argument in this
regard, which is man’s conscience.

It is worth mentioning that everybody, theist and
atheist alike the easterner and the westerner, the
ancient and the modern, the affluent and the poor, the
developed and the underdeveloped, all believe that law
should govern and dominate human societies and that
individuals should be responsible to carry out their
duties and tasks at hand and that whoever violates law
and order should be punished in some way.

In summary, the jurisdiction of law, the individual’s
responsibility towards it, and the chastisement of law-
breakers and wrong-dowers are those issues that all the
wise men of the world would agree upon. It is only the
savage who does not agree with these issues.



122 U Fifty Lessons on the Principles of Faith for Youth

This issue, which is referred to as the general
conscience, is the clearest reason to prove the existence
of man’s free will.

How could man lack freedom of action and will and
then be assumed responsible for the consequences of his
deeds? Or how could man be considered obliged to obey
the law, and be tried in lawful courts? Or how could he
ever be proven guilty and then sent to jail or even be
executed?

Man in this case would resemble the stones in an
avalanche which cause the death of travelers on the
road below.

It is evident that there are differences between a
stone and a man. But if we deprived man of his free
will, these differences vanish. Then both effects, being
killed by a man or by falling stones, would be the same.
The criminal’s urge to kill, would be considered outside
his control, just like gravity lies outside the control of
the falling stone. According to the proponents of
determinism, there is no difference between these two
sets of events, for both events have occurred outside the
doer’s free will or control.

Now, we are faced with a choice: We either have to
reject the common conscience of all members of the
society and consider the act of punishing the
wrongdoers and criminals as absurd and worthless or
reject the proponents of determinism altogether. In this
case, we will definitely select the second choice.

It is worthwhile to observe the fact that those who
believe in deterministic ideology adhere to the theory
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of free will in practice when they naturally come face
to face with the realities of life.

These kinds of people, when deprived of their rights
or when bothered by wrongdoers, seek justice and ask
for the punishment of wrongdoers.

Now, if man is not free in his actions, then why
should he bother to complain, or seek justice?

Thus, this general conscience of the intelligent
people of the world is a clear reason for the existence
of free will in man and for the fact that man voluntarily
accepts free will and has always been loyal to it. He
cannot carry on with his daily life without it even for
one day.

The great Islamic philosopher, Kwjjah Nj¥ir al-D¢n
+£s¢, in his discussion on free will versus determinism
states succinctly:

“The perception of the essentials and our

conscience lead us to believe that all of our

deeds are dependent on us.”®

THE RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION TO DETERMINISM

What we have stated so far has been based on
opposition to the school of determinism from the angle
of the conscience of the world’s intelligent people,
both theist and atheist. But from the religious point of
view, we have another convincing reason against
determinism.

DTajred al-"Aq; ’id, The issue of Determinism and Free Will.
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There is a clear conflict between religion and
determinism. If religious programs were based on
determinism, every thing would be distorted.

This is because of the following reason:

We could never reconcile God’s justice, on which
we have aready had a lengthy discussion, with
determinism. How could God force a person to carry
out something and then punish him for it? This is in
conflict with logic itself.

Thus, with a belief in determinism, the issues of
spiritual reward, chastisement, Paradise and Hell are
no longer valid.

Also the belief in the record of one’s own acts, the
concept of the Day of Judgment, divine inquiry into
one’s deeds, the idea of chastisement for wrong-doers
and the topic of showing favor to well-wishers so
vividly brought up in the sacred verses of the Holy
Qur’in would all be unnecessary. This is because in
accordance with such a view, neither a wrongdoer nor
awell-wisher would have been free to do what he did.

Furthermore, in our first contact with religion we
referred to the topic of “duty and responsibility.” But
how is “duty and responsibility” related to a man who
is not freein his actions?

Could you ever tell a man to stop his trembling hand
when his hand naturally shakes due to his illness? Or
could we ask a man to stop suddenly when he is
running on a steep plain?
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For this very reason, Imam “Al¢ (s), in a famous
narration, says. The school of determinism belongs to
the idol worshippers and the proponents of Shaitan:

“This is the statement of the idol worshippers,
of God’s enemies and of Shaitan’s party."<1)

DUfl al-K;fg, vol. 1, p. 119, The Issue of Determinism.



THINK AND ANSWER

What is the clearest reason against
determinism?

Describe the general conscience of people
concerning the concept of free will.

Do the proponents of determinism have the
same idea when confronted with the facts of
life?

Is determinism compatible with God’s justice?
If not, why?

How is freedom of will the basis for any kind
of responsibility and duty?




RIGHTH ILECTURIE
WHAT IS THE INTERMEDIATE
SCHOOL?

DELEGATION VIS-A-VIS DETERMINISM
In the spectrum of determinism / free-will, thereis a
place for those who believe in delegation.

The proponents of this latter school contended that
God has entrusted us with everything since our
creation and He is absolutely not responsible for our
actions; therefore, we are completely free to do
anything we desire. Nobody can interfere with our
work.

No doubt, this way of thinking is incompatible with
the principle of Monotheism, which has taught us that
everything belongs to God and nothing lies beyond His
domain. Even our deeds, while we enjoy free will, are
not outside His sovereignty, or else it would be
blasphemy.

In other words: we must not believe in two Gods:
one the Almighty God, the major God Who has created
the universe, the other one the minor God, i.e., man,
who is absolutely independent in his actions and
autonomous in his deeds, so independent and
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autonomous that even Almighty God could not
interfere in them.

This is blasphemy; it is worshipping two Gods. The
crucial point for us is to recognize man to be a free
entity that enjoys freedom of will and to acknowledge
God as the real dominant entity who dominates all our
actions.

THE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

The important issue here is these two positions do
not in contradict each other. The crucial point is for us
to believe in both God’s justice and in man’s freedom
and responsibility on the one hand and in monotheism
and God’s sovereignty and dominance over the whole
universe, on the other. This is what we mean by the
intermediate school (A school which lies between two
extreme ideologies).

Now, due to the complicated nature of the issue, let
usillustrate it with a clear example:

Suppose you are a train operator and a strong cable
of electricity lies along the rails from which the
locomotive receives its energy to move. Any time there
isalack of electricity thiswould force the train to stop.

No doubt, you are free to move around during the
entire time of your journey. You are even free to stop the
train, to add to, or to decrease the speed of the train.
However, despite all this freedom of action, the man who
is responsible for the electricity could stop you at any
moment since the key to power liesin his hands.

When we observe the situation in the above
example, we will see that while this man has freedom
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of action, he is under the domination of another power
and these two situations are not contradictory.

Another Example

Suppose the nerves of someone’s hand have become
paralyzed due to a certain disease or a disaster and he
cannot move his hand. Also imagine that such a person
could move his hand if he received electricity from
some source.

If such a person, under such conditions, commits a
crime, slaps somebody’s face or stabs an innocent
person, he would be considered guilty by law since he
was physically capable of the atrocity and was free to
do so; capable and free man, according to law is
responsible for his own acts.

However, the man who provides him with power to
move dominates him despite the fact that he is free.

Now, let us return to our main topic: The Almighty
God has provided us with strength, power, wisdom and
intelligence. We receive these endowments every
minute, and if we are disconnected from God, even for
the slightest instance, we will be destroyed.

We owe our strength to Him, even our freedom of
will stems from Him; this means that He has desired
for us to be free and to stay on the road of perfection
and progress.

Thus, we are constantly under God’s domination
despite the fact that we are free to act and this
domination is continual. We are nothing without His
domination and this is the true meaning of an
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intermediate path: through the adoption of this option, we
have neither posited any associate for God nor do we
consider God’s servants as being forced to carry out their
routine tasks, the result of which would be injustice.

We have learned this lesson from the Infallible
Ones(s): Whenever they were asked if there was any
road between determinism and delegation, they used to
answer, yes, but this road is wider than the distance
between the earth and the sky.

DETERMINISM AND FREE WILL IN THE HOLY
QUR’aN

The Holy Qur’in explains this issue explicitly. It
proves that man enjoys the principle of free will. There
are hundreds of sacred verses in the Holy Qur’;jn which
vividly prove this topic.

All the verses which deal with commands and
prohibitions assume man’s free will. This is because if
man were not free, the above three issues would be
irrelevant.

All those verses which blame the evil doers and
praise the well-wishers are related to man’s freedom to
act or else blame and praise would be irrelevant.

All those verses which deal with the Day of
Judgment and the Resurrection on the one hand, and
reward and chastisement on the other, are related to
man’s freedom of action. This is because if such
freedom did not exist, the issues of chastisement and
reward would be irrelevant, and the trial of the
evildoers would be pure injustice.
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All those verses which stress the fact that men are
responsible for what they do, such as the following:

Every soul is held in pledge for what it earns.
[Qur’in 74:38]

Every man is responsible for what he shall
have wrought. [Qur’jn 52:21]
And the like, vividly prove man’s free will.

Verses of the Holy Qur’jn such as the following are
also clear reasons for man’s free will:
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Surely, we have shown him the way: He may

be thankful or unthankful. [Qur’'in 76:3]

There are, however, some explanations on some
verses of the Holy Qur’;jn which support the question of
“the intermediate affair,” which have been interpreted by
ignorant individuals as an argument for the belief in
determinism. One such verseis the following:
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And you do not please except that Allah

pleases; surely Allah is All-knowing, Wise.

[Qur'in 76:30]

It is evident that this verse and others like it do not
want to deprive man of his free will; rather, they show
that while man is free in his will, he is under God’s
domination at the same time.



THINK AND ANSWER

What is meant by “delegated”? What kind of
shortcomings does it imply?

Describe through examples learned from the
Infallible Ones(s) the view of the intermediate
school.

What do the sacred verses of the Holy Qur’in
have to say concerning the issue determinism
and free will?

If we accepted the issue of determinism, what
would happen to the topics of resurrection,
Paradise, Hell and the questions asked on the
Day of Judgment?

Are verses such as:
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Taken to be proof for the validity of the issue
of determinism?




NINTH LECTURE
GUIDANCE AND MISGUIDANCE
ARE IN THE HANDS OF GOD

1. KINDS OF GUIDANCE AND MISGUIDANCE

Suppose a tourist stopped you to ask you for
directions. There are two options available to you to
show him the way:

The first option for you is to accompany him to his
destination, and then to turn back saying good-bye to
him.

The second option for you is to show him the way
with gestures and body language.

You have definitely shown him the right way, but
there are differences between the two methods. The
second method is only “showing the direction” but the
first method can be entitled “accompanying one to his
destination.” Guidance is described in both ways in the
Holy Qur’;n and in the Islamic traditions.

The word “guidance” has been used in the Holy
Qur’jn with two distinct meanings. sometimes it is
“legislative,” i.e., “by way of laws and regulations,”
and at other times it is “creative,” (genesis), i.e
through the system of creation, such as the guidance of
the sperm towards becoming a whole human being.
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In many verses, we read that both guidance and
misguidance (going astray) are in God’s hands. No
doubt, God shows us the right path because it is He
Who has sent both the prophets and the heavenly
books, to guide mankind.

However, forcibly accompanying someone to his
destination against his will isin fact incompatible with
the notion of free will. But since it is God Who
provides us with all means for the attainment of our
objectives, this sense of guidance, too, comes from
God.

A crucial and important question
Now we are faced with a problem. In some of the
verses of the Holy Qur’in we read:
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Then Allah makes whom He pleases err and

He guides whom He pleases, and He is the

Mighty, the Wise. [Qur’in 14:4]

Reading verses like this one in isolation and
ignoring other verses which interpret such a verse
makes some individuals jump to the conclusion that
God leads those whom He wants and ignores others,
and that there is no option left for mankind.

The important point to consider is that we should
read the Qur’;jnic verses in conjunction with each other
so that we can arrive at a better grasp of their meaning.
Here we will present you with some more verses
dealing with the topics of guidance and misguidance
(going astray) so that you may read them together and
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arrive at a better understanding of these verses. At one
place we read:
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And Allah causes the unjust to go astray.
[Qur’in 14:27]
Elsewhere we read:
DB g gk oa alh bl
Thus does Allah cause/him to err who is
extravagant, a doubter. [Qur’'in 40: 34]
And still at some other place, we read:
A b s
And as for those who strive hard for Us, We
will most certainly guide them in Our ways.
[Qur’in 29:69]
As you see, God’s Determination and Benevolence

are well-founded. He will neither guide nor misguide
people without the proper considerations.

God has promised to endow with guidance those
who take part in holy struggle for Him, those who
struggle against their enemies and those who endeavor
against their inner selves.

But those who undermine the foundations of
justice, those who are involved in extravagance, those
who implant temptation in the hearts of others, they
will be denied God’s guidance. In this way, their
hearts shall become dark and they lose the chance to
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prosper. This is what we mean by” God letting people
go astray” and thisisjustice.

God’s Eternal Knowledge an Excuse for Justifying
Crime:

The last point related to the issue of the
determinism/free will controversy is the excuse that
some proponents of determinism use to justify the sins
they commit. The structure of the argument is as
follows: Did God know that a certain person would
commit a crime or would drink wine? If one answers
negatively, they would have denied God’s knowledge.
If one answers positively, then this would be taken to
mean that that person should have done that crime or
else God’s knowledge would have been negated.

Therefore, in order to maintain God’s knowledge,
sinners have to commit their sins.

But those who are involved in rationalizations of
this sort in order to hide their criminal tendencies are
in fact ignoring one important point and that point is
the following: We said from the beginning that God is
aware of the fact that we are free either to obey or to
disobey Him. This means that God’s knowledge
includes his knowledge of our freedom of action.
Therefore, if we were forced by our fate to carry out
some pernicious act then this would mean that God’s
knowledge is changed into Ignorance.

Let us now provide you with some concrete and
tangible examples: Suppose a high school teacher
knew from the outset that a lazy student would fail the
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final exams. And suppose that this teacher was certain
in his knowledge.

Now if the student failed the exam, could he blame
his own failure on the teacher’s knowledge that he
would fail?

Let us give you another example: Suppose an
innocent person became aware of the time of the
occurrence of a crime and found it advisable to
interfere. Does this innocent person’s knowledge
exonerate the murderer of his crime?

Suppose, as well, that an annotative apparatus was
in use which could anticipate the timing of a crime
prior to its occurrence by a certain person. Do these
mechanical means force the criminal to commit the
crime?

In sum, God’s knowledge would never force
anybody to carry out awrong action.



THINK AND ANSWER

How many kinds of guidance are there?
Describe them.

Give some of the Qur’jnic verses which deal
with guidance or misguidance.

How would you define God’'s guidance or
misguidance?

What is meant by God'’s eternal knowledge?

Does this eternal knowledge exonerate us from
doing our tasks? Give an example.




TENTH LECTURE
GOD’S JUSTICE AND ETERNAL

CHASTISEMENT (KHULD)

We know that the Holy Qur’in explicitly speaks
about a special kind of permanent and eternal
chastisement called khul £d relating to a specific group
of infidels and sinners. In one S£rah we read:
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Allah has promised the hypocritical men and

the hypocritical women and the unbelievers

the fire of hell to abide therein. [Qur’in 9:68]

The question is raised here as to why a person
should undergo the chastisement of millions of years
when he has lived on earth only eighty years or one
hundred years at most.

The Answer: In order to settle this important
guestion, we have to take the following points into
consideration:

The punishments and chastisements of the afterlife
are in no way similar to those that a person receives in
this world, for instance, confinement in prison. Rather,
the punishments of the afterlife are the direct
consequence of one’s deeds in this world.
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In other words, the pain and suffering sinners go
through in the other world are the consequences of
their actions and deeds in this world.

Regarding this latter point, the Holy Qur’in states
very clearly:
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So this day no soul shall be dealt with unjustly
in the least; and you shall not be rewarded
aught but that which you did. [Qur’jn 36:54]

Through a simple example, we may visualize this
fact:

Suppose a person resorted to narcotics or acoholic
beverages and suppose he was repeatedly warned
against the destructive effects of these items on his
stomach, heart, and nervous system. However, imagine
he ignored these warnings and continued with his
destructive deeds. He would enjoy the temporary
satisfaction that these items provided him. However,
later on he would be inflicted with ulcers, heart disease
and possibly a nervous breakdown. Then, he would
have to suffer day and night for the rest of his life.
Could we now conclude that this individual should not
suffer all his life because he enjoyed the narcotics and
wine only for arelatively short period of time?

We would immediately reply that he is facing the
consequences of his own deeds. Even if he lived as
long as Noah, we would still react with the same
remark. We would say he is receiving the
consequences of his actions.
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The punishments of the day of Resurrection are of
this kind. Therefore, it is not related to the issue of
justice.

It is an error to imagine that the duration of
punishment should be the same as the duration of time
spent in self-destructive acts. This is because the
relation of a sinful act to the punishment is not based
on time; rather, it is based on the consequences of the
sin committed.

For instance, it might take a murderer only a minute
to kill a person, but, in accordance with the criminal
laws of some communities, he might be punished with
execution. The duration of the sin was very short but
the consequence is very heavy and nobody would
consider this punishment as an act of injustice. It is
because under such circumstances it is not the matter
of minutes, hours, months or years; rather, it is the
quality of the sin and its consequences that count.

Perpetuality or “khul£d” in Hell and eterna
chastisement belong to those who have closed all the
windows of salvation on themselves and have
knowingly became involved in corruption, unbelief and
hypocrisy. Regarding this, the Holy Qur’jn has an
elegant statement:
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Verily, whoever earns evil and his sins beset

him on every side, these are the inmates of the
fire; in it they shall abide. [Qur’in 2:81]
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Such people have disconnected themselves from
God and have closed on themselves all the windows of
salvation.

Such individuals resemble a bird which has
knowingly broken all its wings and has to stay on the
earth and has been deprived of its flight into the skies.

A cursory look at the above three points will vividly
show that the application of eternal punishment for the
specia group of hypocrites and infidels is not against
the principles of justice. What they receive as
punishment is nothing more than the consequences of
their previous deeds, of which they had already been
warned by the prophets.

These kinds of people would not have received such
harsh punishments if they had been ignorant of the
prophets’ instructions and guidance.

It is also worth mentioning that based on the
Qur’inic verses and Islamic traditions; God’s
Benevolence is so wide that it embraces a great
majority of sinners through one of the following
means:

Through intercession [ Shafa’at];
Through pardoning;

Through the performance of minor good deeds for
which God provides them with large rewards;

And finally, a group of sinners who have be come
purified after their confinement in Hell and are ready
to receive God’s mercy.
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There is only one group of sinners left in perpetual
punishment due to their obstinacy and their insistence
on continuing in their enmity with righteousness and
because of their indulgence in injustice, corruption and

hypocrisy.



THINK AND ANSWER

How is it that some people have considered
“khul£d” or perpetual chastisement as not
harmonious with God'’s justice?

Are the chastisements of the other world
similar to those of this world? If not, how are
they?

Does justice imply that the timing of a sin
should be equal to the period of punishment?

What kind of people receive perpetual
chastisement?

Who will receive God’s pardon?




TEN LECTURES
ON PROPHETHOOD






FIRST LECTURE
OUR NEED FOR DIVINE LEADERS

THE LIMITATIONS OF OUR KNOWLEDGE

Some people might raise this question: Are prophets
needed to lead men?

Isn’t our wisdom sufficient enough to grasp the
realities? Hasn’t the advancement of human knowledge
and science assisted man in discovering the truth?

The structure of this argument continues something
like this: Our wisdom either comprehends what the
prophets have to offer to us, or is unable to understand
it. If the first case were true, we would not need the
prophets and if the second case is correct, we would
not be able to tolerate anything that goes against our
wisdom and intellect.

Besides, the argument goes on, is it right for us to
be under the guidance of another and listen to him?
Are the prophets not human beings like us?

Answers: In order for us to answer these questions
and find out the effects of the prophets on mankind, let
us consider the following points:

We should be aware that our knowledge is limited in
scope and despite all the advances in human science,
there are still immense amounts of secret and unknown



148 U Fifty Lessons on the Principles of Faith for Youth

facts which remain to be discovered. The ratio of our
knowledge to the unknown is like the ratio of one drop
of water to the ocean. In the words of some great
scientists, all the science with which we are now
familiar is just the alphabet of the great book of
creation.

In other words: the sphere of our judgment or our
rational capacities is extremely minute. We are largely
unaware of what goes on around us.

However, it is the prophets who widen this scope for
us to see well. Our wisdom is like a tiny projector, but
the prophets and their relations act as a bright sun.
Could anybody claim that he does not need the sun
because he is in the possession of a small projector?

Now, let us explain more vividly: the problems of
life can be divided into three groups. rational,
irrational, and unknown.

The prophets never utter irrational statements; i.e.
they never say anything contrary to wisdom. If they did
so, they would not be entitled to occupy the high
position of prophethood. Rather, they endeavored to
bring obscurities to light and this is crucia for our
lives.

In the past, some people, such as Brahmins [of India
and elsewhere] claimed that they did not need the prophets
because they possessed wisdom. Similarly today, some
people claim that prophets are not needed since man has
advanced significantly in the area of scientific knowledge.
These people have recognized neither the scope of
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human science nor prophethood and the revelations of
the prophets.

This looks like the claim of a first grader of an
elementary school who claims that since he knows the
alphabet he knows everything and does not need
teachers. Is this statement well-founded?

Besides, prophets do not play only the role of the
teacher. Their leadership is an issue to which we will
refer later in our discussion.

No one would dare declare that others should
surrender themselves to him. The point to make hereis
that the prophets, as we shall prove later, possess
divine revelation, i.e. they are connected to God’s
endless knowledge and we should grasp, through
definitive reasoning, the nature of these relations. It is
only through this approach that we can understand and
adopt the teaching of these divine envoys.

Would | have done anything wrong if | had
submitted to the prescription of an adroit and deft
physician and acted on it?

The prophets are great spiritua physicians. Would |
have done wrong if | had followed the lectures and
advice of a teacher with whom | am in harmony?
Prophets are man’s great teachers.

Now we have to delve into the issue of the necessity
of prophethood and the appointment of prophets by
God.

We need a Prophet’s guidance for three valid
reasons. We shall refer to two of them here and
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postpone the third until we arrive at the next
section.

WE NEED PROPHETS FOR EDUCATIONAL
REASONS

Even if we could ride an illusory and imaginary
mount made of light waves that could travel three
hundred thousand kilometers in a second in boundless
space we would see only a small and minute portion of
the immense universe.

This universe with its immense expanse has not
been created in vain, and as we have already seen in
the lectures dealing with knowing God, the creation of
this world did not provide any satisfaction for God as
such. This is because God is a complete and non-finite
Being Who does not suffer from any shortcomings, the
compensation of which he should resort to the creation
of man.

Thus, we shall come to the conclusion that He
created this world to endow others with His
Benevolence. Through His creation of this world, He
desired for His creatures to progress towards
perfection. God is like the sun which illuminates
everything without needing others. We benefit from the
sun’s rays without being able to do anything for it in
return.

On the other hand, is our knowledge enough on its
own to guide us toward prosperity and perfection in
every respect?
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How much of the world’s mysteries are we familiar
with? What is the essence of life and existence? When
was this world created? Nobody can tell. Until what
time will it last? Nobody can tell either.

Every scientist has a hypothesis of his own
concerning man’s socia and economic life for
instance.

Some would recommend capitalism, and others
would recommend socialism or communism and still
others would admire neither of these ideas and
consider both of them pernicious.

Concerning other issues there are some
disagreements among scholars and sometimes we just
do not know which ideology we should adopt. If we
judged judiciously, we would confess that we would
need a series of right instructions and guidance in order
for us to arrive at the main objective behind creation
which is “man’s growth and progressin all areas.” And
this could happen only through God’s knowledge, i.e.
divine revelation through the prophets. Therefore, God
Who has created us to go along this path should
provide us with such knowledge.

THE NEED FOR LEADERSHIP IN SOCIAL AND
ETHICAL FIELDS

We know that besides intelligence and wisdom there
are other powerful stimuli within us, known as
instincts and desires Examples are the instinct of self-
preservation, the instinct of anger, the sexual instinct
and the instinct of possession.
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No doubt, if our instincts were not controlled and if
they dominated us, our wisdom would become
imprisoned and man would turn into a fierce wolf,
more dangerous than the desert wolves themselves.

In order for us to gain an ethical education, we need
instructors and models to be real examples for us to
follow.

For this purpose, a completely educated person is
required to help us on such a bumpy and rough path, to
modify the flood of our instincts, to provide us with
ethical principles and implant in our souls the traits of
courage, moral heroism, altruism, compassion,
generosity, loyalty, honesty, and chastity.

Except for an innocent and infallible Prophet, who
else could be adopted as a guide and instructor?

That is why the Compassionate, Almighty God has
not deprived us of such benevolent prophets.?

DThe rest of this lecture is presented in the next section.



THINK AND ANSWER

Do you think that the more we know there are
still many more unknown things? (Give some
examples).

Could you explain the difference between
blind imitation and following the prophets?

If we passed through an unfamiliar road
without having someone to guide us, what sort

of hazards might threaten us?

Explain the different dimensions of our need
for prophets.

Can you guess other aspects of this issue that
should be studied in the following sections?







SECOND ILECTURE
PROPHETS ARE NEEDED TO
PROVIDE US WITH RULES AND

REGULATIONS
In the preceding lecture, we dealt with two functions
of the prophets: The educational dimension and the
ethical dimension. Now we will deal with their
function in providing us with social laws which are
crucial to our lives.

We know that man’s most important asset is his
dynamic socia life which is the basis for all his
various advancements.

If men lived apart from each other there is, no doubt
that we would now be living in a situation not better
than that of the Stone Age.

It is the collective endeavor of mankind that has
kept the torch of culture and civilization burning. It is
our collective efforts which have been the source of all
these scientific discoveries and innovations.

For instance, the journey to the moon would never
have taken place if a great number of experts and
scholars had not continuously worked diligently in the
decades that preceded it.

Another example is the transplant of a dead person’s heart
into the body of a living person and the subsequent saving
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of a life, whose death would have been inevitable if
this operation had not taken place. Such a feat is the
result of continual research done on the human heart
during the history of mankind.

However, despite the glories that social life provides
us, there are still some hardships and obstacles in our
way and these are the conflicts that exist in human
social life which at times culminate in wars.

In this respect, we appreciate the need for laws and
regulations.

RULES COULD SOLVE THREE TYPES OF
HARDSHIPS

Laws outline an individual’s tasks vis-a-vis society
and vice versa. They give us the capabilities to flourish
and coordinate our efforts.

Laws pave the way for regulating individuals in
carrying out their tasks.

Laws prevent individuals from violating each
other’s rights; laws prevent chaos in one citizen’s
interaction with another. And laws define punishment
for criminals and law-breakers.

WHO IS THE BEST LEGISLATOR?

Now we would like to know who could be the best
legislator; who is most capable in regulating the
necessary laws for mankind that could encompass all
the three principles mentioned above which outline the
individual’s rights and interactions with society and
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which control affairs and inhibit the aggression of |aw-
breakers?

Human society, for example could be likened to a
huge train and the government as its engine.

Laws are like the rails of such a train which show
the direction towards a specific destination, a direction
and route which passes through all kinds of bends and
curves, and all sorts of mountains, hills, and valleys.

A good railway should have the following features:

The ground on which the train travels should be
strong enough to tolerate the maximum pressure;

The distance between two rails should be the same
as that between the wheels of the train.

The direction should not be too steep so that the
brakes of the train could function properly.

Landslides should also be prevented and the
probability of the occurrence of flooding and
avalanches should be accounted for to ensure the safety
of the train.

Having considered this example, let us now return to
human society:

The legislator who desires to pass the most
appropriate laws for human beings should have the
following features:

He should know human nature well and be familiar
with man’s instincts, emotions, needs and problems.

He should consider all man’s capabilities and should
prepare the necessary laws for them to flourish.
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He should be able to predict all the accidents that
might inflict the whole nation.

He should not have special personal privileges and
prerogatives so that he could design law without
seeking to secure his specific interests or those of his
close relatives.

Such a legislator should be aware of all the progress
that man might have made and all the failures and
pitfalls that threaten his safety.

Such alegislator should be completely immune from
committing  errors, mistakes, blunders  and
forgetfulness.

He should be strong enough not to be intimidated by
any governmental official or by any power. At the
same time, he should be extremely amicable and
sympathetic.

WHO POSSESSES THESE FEATURES?

Can a man be the best legislator? Has there been
someone who knows man completely when one of the
greatest sociologists of our time has written an
informative book called” Man, the Unknown
Creature.”

Is man’s mentality, his tendencies, instincts and
emotions entirely known to us?

Does anybody else, besides God, know man’s
spiritual and physical needs? Can you pick a man out
of human society who does not have any specia
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interests in his community? Can you identify a man
who is immune to faults and blunders?

For these convincing reasons, there is nobody
except God and the person who receives His
revelations, who could ever be a good and prudent
legislator.

Thus, we arrive at the following irrevocable fact; the
Creator Who has created man to improve and become
perfect should appoint for him guides who could
provide man with all-inclusive divine laws.

People would definitely trust those rules that come
from God and this trust and recognition will safeguard
those laws.

THE RELATION BETWEEN MONOTHEISM AND
PROPHETHOOD

It is worth mentioning here that the system of
creation as such, is a living witness for the divine
prophets and their righteous missions.

It should be pointed out that even a short and
cursory look at this marvelous creation will reveal to
us that God has not ignored any of the needs of any
creature. For instance, He has given us our eyes and
then has provided these eyes with eyelashes and
eyelids to protect them from any sort of damage.

God has provided tear-ducts for each eye because
dryness destroys them.

God has also provided small openings in the corner
of man’s eyes to carry the extra water through them
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into the nose. If these openings were not narrow
enough, teardrops would always cover our faces.

God has made man’s pupils so sensitive to light that
they automatically widens or narrow in response to
strong and weak light. This protects the eyes from any
unpredictable damage.

There are muscles around the eyeballs which can
turn the eyes in different directions to observe different
objects.

Could such a God, Who has provided man with all
his needs, deprive man of a guide and an infalible
leader who is intimately connected with His
revelation?

The well-known philosopher, Ibn S¢n; (Avicenna),
in hiswork called “Shaf;” [Remedy] writes:

“Man’s need for the appointment of prophets
for his survival and for his a